
Joseph
Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Born:  1st C
Died:   1st C
Feast Day: 
19 March



Joseph, the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-
father of Jesus was probably born in Bethlehem and probably
died in Nazareth. His important mission in God's plan of
salvation was "to legally insert Jesus Christ into the line of
David from whom, according to the prophets, the Messiah
would be born, and to act as his father and guardian"       
   
Joseph is the patron of the universal church in Roman
Catholicism, and his life is recorded in the Gospels,
particularly Matthew and Luke. However, most of our
information about Joseph comes from the opening two
chapters of  Matthew's Gospel. They provide just enough
information to demonstrate why he was the divine choice to
become the husband of Mary and the foster father of Jesus.
On March 19 our veneration is directed to him personally and
to his part in the work of redemption,

Scripture has little more to say than that he was a just man-an
expression which indicates how faithfully he fulfilled his high
trust of protecting and guarding God's greatest treasures upon
earth, Jesus and Mary. He is portrayed as open to God,
obedient, upright, and, above all, kind. Joseph displayed all of
these qualities in his handling of Mary’s surprise pregnancy
and of subsequent events. 

Joseph was to be, for all times, the trustworthy witness of the
Messiah's virgin birth. After this, he modestly retires into the
background of holy Scripture. Of his death the Bible tells us
nothing. It is thought that he died before the public ministry of
Jesus began. 
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No words of his are recorded in the Gospels; he was the "silent" man.
We find no devotion to St. Joseph in the early Church. It was the will
of God that the Virgin Birth of Our Lord be first firmly impressed
upon the minds of the faithful. 

Humbly and unknown, he passed his years at Nazareth, silent and
almost forgotten he remained in the background through centuries of
Church history. 

Only in more recent times has he been accorded greater honour.
Liturgical veneration of St. Joseph began in the fifteenth century,
fostered by Saints Brigid of Sweden and Bernadine of Siena. Saint
Teresa of Avila too, did much to further his cult.

St. Joseph is invoked as patron for many causes. Pope Pius 1X
declared Joseph patron and protector of the Universal Church. He is
the patron of the dying because Jesus and Mary were at his death-
bed. He is also the patron of fathers, of carpenters, and of social
justice. Many religious orders and communities are placed under his
patronage.


