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Detail from possibly contemporary mosaic (c. 380–500) of Ambrose from the Basilica of
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Ambrose was born in Trier the capital of the Roman province
of Gallia Belgica in what was then north-eastern Gaul and is
now in Germany. He was born into a Roman Christian family. 

A legend about Ambrose as an infant tells us that a swarm of
bees settled on his face while he lay in his cradle, leaving
behind a drop of honey. His father is said to have considered
this a sign of his future eloquence and honeyed tongue. Bees
and beehives often appear in the saint's symbology.

Ambrose was the youngest of three children. His siblings were
Satyrus, and Marcellina, both of whom are canonised saints.

Early in the life of Ambrose, his father died. At an unknown
later date, his mother fled Trier with her three children, and
the family moved to Rome. There Ambrose studied literature,
law, and rhetoric. He then followed in his father's footsteps and
entered public service. 

In about 372 he was made prefect of Liguria and Emilia, whose
capital was Milan. In 374 the bishop of Milan, Auxentius, an
Arian, died, and the Arians challenged the succession. 

Ambrose went to the church where the election was to take
place to prevent an uproar which seemed probable in this crisis.
His address was interrupted by a call, "Ambrose, bishop!",
which was taken up by the whole assembly

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallia_Belgica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbolism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beehive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_symbolism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satyrus_of_Milan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Marcellina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhetoric
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liguria_(Roman_province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aemilia_(Roman_province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auxentius_of_Milan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostolic_succession


Ambrose was a relatively new Christian. He had not been baptized and
was not trained in theology. He refused to become the next bishop.
However, coerced by the people and the emperor, he was baptised,
ordained and installed as Bishop on 7 December 374.

He immediately gave his money to the poor and his land to the Church
and set about learning theology. He knew Greek so he was able to read
the Eastern theologians and philosophers as well as those of the West. 

Ambrose was a true shepherd, and teacher of the faithful. He acted
with charity towards all. He was unimpressed by status and when the
emperor Theodosius ordered the massacre of 7000 people in
Thessalonica, Ambrose forced him to do public penance.  

He defended the rights of the Church and attacked the Arian heresy
with learning, firmness and gentleness. Ambrose was a key figure in
the conversion of Augustine to Catholicism. He was a biblical critic, a
Doctor of the Church (one of the 4 original), and an initiator of ideas
that provided a model for medieval conceptions of church–state
relations.

His literary works have been acclaimed as masterpieces of Latin
eloquence, and his musical accomplishments are remembered in his
hymns. He is traditionally credited with the 'antiphonal chant', a
method of chanting where one side of the choir alternatively responds
to the other.

He is a patron saint of Milan and of beekeepers, beggars and learners.
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