
Albert the Great 

Born:  1200
died:   1280
Feast Day: 
15 November



Albertus Magnus was a German Dominican friar,
philosopher, scientist, and bishop. 

He was probably born in Lauingen (now in Bavaria), since
he called himself 'Albert of Lauingen', but this might
simply be a family name. It is likely that his family were
of the ministerial class. He was the son of a Count.  

Albert was probably educated at the University of Padua,
where he received instruction in Aristotle's writings. In
1223 (or 1229) he became a member of the Dominican
Order and studied theology at Bologna and elsewhere.

He lectured at Cologne, Germany, where the Dominicans
had a house. He also taught in Regensburg, Freiburg,
Strasbourg, and Hildesheim.   During his time as lecturer
at Cologne, Albert wrote his Summa de bono concerning
the transcendental properties of being

In 1245, Albert became Master of Theology under
Gueric of Saint-Quentin, the first German Dominican to
achieve this distinction.  He taught theology at the
University of Paris and held the seat of Chair of
Theology at the College of Saint James. During this time
Thomas Aquinas began to study under Albertus.
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Albert was the first to comment on virtually all of the writings of
Aristotle.  As provincial of the Dominican order he publicly
defended the Dominicans against attacks by the secular and
regular faculty of the University of Paris.  

In 1260 Pope Alexander IV made him bishop of Regensburg, an
office from which he resigned after three years. He enhanced his
reputation for humility by refusing to ride a horse. 

In 1263 Pope Urban IV asked him to preach the eighth Crusade in
German-speaking countries. He was especially known for acting as
a mediator between conflicting parties.
 
He was canonised in 1931 by Pope Pius XI. He was known during
his lifetime as Doctor universalis and Doctor expertus and, late in
his life, the nickname Magnus was added to his name.  

Scholars such as Weisheipl and Söder referred to him as the
greatest German philosopher and theologian of the Middle Ages.
The Catholic Church distinguishes him as one of the 37 Doctors of
the Church.

He is patron of those who cultivate the natural sciences, medical
technicians, philosophers, and scientists.
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