
           

 

 

  

 

Beginning of School Year-Staff Reflection Time 25th August 2022 

“You have been enriched in many ways by Christ” 

Welcome and Introduction (Thérèse) 

Opening Prayer   (Thérèse)                                                                                                                                                           

God our Father, as we begin a new school year we acknowledge that it is, like all years, a gift from you. The 

year ahead will bring opportunities, challenges, joys and sadness but we know your son Jesus, is with us 

each day, re-igniting our hope as we walk together as members of His body. May our hearts and minds be 

open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, so that we may nurture and care for all those in our school 

community. We make this prayer to you through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

And now, let us listen to God’s word. 

A reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians (1 Cor 1:1-9)   (Mary) 

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of 
God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their place among all the saints 
everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 
 
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you 
have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has 
indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are 
waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last 
day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and 
God is faithful. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Bishop McKeown – Talk  

Prayers (from Morning Prayer of the Church)  (Mary)       

Response: Lord, accept and bless our work today 

            Let us begin this new day with Christ, thanking him for all he has brought to us, and asking him to bless us. 
            R. Lord, accept and bless our work today. 
 
            You offered yourself to the Father on our behalf: join our offering with yours. 
             R. Lord, accept and bless our work today. 
 
            You are gentle and humble of heart: teach us to receive others as you did. 
             R. Lord, accept and bless our work today. 
 
             As each day begins, may your light rise in our hearts; may it shine forth in charity to the world. 
             R. Lord, accept and bless our work today. 



 
             Show your mercy to those who are sick, especially those members of our school communities: may each   
             new day increase their trust in you. 

 R. Lord, accept and bless our work today. 
 
 As we begin a new school year we call to mind all our own intentions and those of our school community…      
 we continue to pray for peace in the world, especially for Ukraine and with Russia… 
 
We bring all our needs in confidence to you in the words Jesus, our brother and Saviour gave us… 
 

Our Father… 

 

Blessing of Hands (Bishop McKeown )                                                                                                                                                  

Filled with the Holy Spirit, each member of staff  in our diocesan schools will use their hands to do as Jesus 

calls them to, to love God, by welcoming all they will encounter in the year ahead.  

I now invite you all to stand wherever you have gathered and to open your hands to receive God’s blessing 
on your hands, to strengthen them, so you may truly be the love, care and compassion of Jesus in the year 
ahead.   

                                                                                                                                                                                           
All-powerful God and Father, you are the source of all blessings.                                                                                   
You sent us your Son, Jesus to teach us by word and example.                                                                                         
Bless the hands of the staff those who serve in our diocesan schools.                                                                             
May they be open to receiving the gift of this new year and to all of the gifts you give freely to them.         
Send your Holy Spirit upon them and fill them with your grace. May they bear fruit in every good work.              

We ask this through Christ our Lord,  

Amen. 

 

Reflection Time Questions for use after prayer time introduced by Therese 

 

Final Blessing (Bishop McKeown) 

Almighty, ever-living God, blessed by the graces we have received through your son, Jesus Christ, may we 

use the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the year ahead to reveal Jesus Christ to all those we encounter in our 

work. May we be faithful witnesses to the gospel as we journey together each day in hope and trust.  

And may almighty God bless you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.            

 

 

 


