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Introduction & Background

Background for Teacher
Pope Francis established 1st September as an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care
of Creation. The Season of Creation or, Creation Time, is marked throughout the
Christian world from 1st September to 4th October (Feast of St. Francis of Assisi)
and celebrates the joy of creation as well as encouraging awareness-raising initiatives to
protect the natural environment. 

Restoring our Common Home
Pope Francis, in his special letter Laudato Si, Care for our Common Home asks us to
recognise the wonder of the magnificent world that God has created-people, animals,
plants, the solar system etc. Pope Francis says that the ‘earth is God’s gift to us, full of
beauty and wonder and that we, the whole human family needs to work together to care
for our planet earth so that we sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. The week
finishes on the Feast Day of Saint Francis Assisi. Pope Francis took his name when he
became Pope. He believes he is the Saint whose example we should follow, in our care
for all of creation. 

Listen to the Voice of Creation
The theme for the Season of Creation 2022 is Listen to the Voice of Creation. God said,
I have heard their cry…I know their sufferings…Come, now! I will send you…I will be
with you. (Ex 3: 1-12). The burning bush is the Symbol for the Season of Creation 2022.
Today, the prevalence of unnatural fires are a sign of the devastating effects that
climate change has on the most vulnerable of our planet. Creation cries out as forests
crackle, animals flee, and people are forced to migrate due to the fires of injustice. On
the contrary, the fire that called to Moses as he tended the flock on Mt. Horeb did not
consume or destroy the bush. This flame of the Spirit revealed God’s presence. This
holy fire affirmed that God heard the cries of all who suffered and promised to be with
us as we followed in faith to our deliverance from injustice.

In this Season of Creation, this symbol of God’s Spirit calls us to listen to the voice of
creation, to the voices of those who suffer the impacts of climate change, to the voices of
those who hold generational wisdom about how to live gratefully within the limits of
the land. These are voices of the Earth. The global Christian family is called to awaken
to the urgent need to heal our relationships with creation and with each other and to
encourage our communities to do the same, for we know that things can change!
(Laudato Si’, 13). 



Talk to the students about gifts they have received. Who gave the gifts to them? What
made them special? How do you treat special gifts? Ask them if they know that they are
a special gift from God, that each person, each thing that God has created has been given
to us as a gift?

Talk to the students about how we have been given a very special responsibility by God-
to care for everything in the amazing world that God has created. 

Check out  the video for young people explaining Laudato Si': Animated clip for young
people - YouTube

What do the young people understand about 'living in right relationship' with God, with
one another, with all of creation. Their understanding will vary according to their age.
However, from the youngest child to the oldest, they will know from their experience of
family, friendships, being part of the school community, their local community that at
the heart of healthy relationships are love, respect, care, kindness, compassion,
forgiveness-the gospel values, the message of Jesus, their friend. This understanding
needs to be extended to all created things.

Resources from Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2022/07/11/resources-for-the-season-of-creation-2022/

 

Resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TFCXO8tD58
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2022/07/11/resources-for-the-season-of-creation-2022/


Daily Prayers -Listen to the Voice of Creation
Light a candle each morning in the sacred space in your classroom. Ask your students to take a
moment and to become quiet and more aware of God's presence within them and around them.
Read the reflection, pause for a minute, giving them time to speak to God in their hearts about
it and finish each day by saying.

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning
is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen

 
Monday:
Today we thank God for the gift of water. Freely given. . . clean and available to us. Every time
we experience water today whether that be when we take a drink of water, wash ourselves, use
the dishwasher or washing machine, rinse the vegetables, take a walk by a river, lake or sea or
find that it is raining outside. 
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of water. (Glory
be...)

Tuesday
Today we thank God for the gift of freedom. For the right to make choices in our lives, for the
safety we experience that so many young people in the world don’t (especially those fleeing from
danger) for the safety we have. Think of the children of Ukraine, Afghanistan, Syria. Every time
we see an image of suffering let us promise to do our best to help those in need.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of freedom (Glory
be...)

Wednesday
Today we thank God for the gift of power. For the ability to heat our homes, to have light when
it gets dark. For the option to have a hot cup of tea, a warm meal and to connect with others Use
the action of flipping a switch as a prompt to pray every time we switch something on which
uses electricity, gas or oil.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of power (Glory
be...)

Thursday
Today we thank God for the gift of food. In a world where so many survive on so little we are
thankful for the choices we have. Aware that we can often be ungrateful of the gift, allowing
food to be wasted or thrown out and often having more than we need in our cupboards. Today
every time we stop to eat we take it as a prompt to pray. 
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of food. (Glory be..)



Friday
Today we thank God for the gift of time. Time to spend with our families, time to do things
we enjoy. We know that often we can feel like we have no time. But today we take time.
Every time we look at our watch or notice what time of day it is we are prompted to offer a
moment of prayer in thanksgiving for the day we have been blessed with.
We offer a moment of praise said allowed or in our hearts for the gift of time
(Glory be...)

Saturday:

Today we thank God for the money that we have and will spend today. For the freedom it
allows us., for the things we can buy with it. We remember children and families who don't
have money, who worry about it. Every time we pay for something today we thank God
and ask we will always spend money wisely.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of money.
(Glory be...)

Sunday:
Today we thank God for the gift of Nature. The natural world around us offers so much.
Today let us be really aware of how beautiful the world that God gave us is.

Today we might make a special effort to take a walk or sit in a place of natural beauty, or
to spend some time in our own gardens if we have them and notice the life present in those
places.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of the natural
world. (Glory be...)



This short reflection on Moses and the Burning Bush
could be used to introduce the Creation theme 'Listen to
the Voice of Creation.'  

The Reflection prayers are based on the Introduction to
the Creation theme which can be found on page 2 of
this document.  Source: (Resources for the Season of
Creation 2022 | Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference)

You might find it useful to play some quiet music (e.g
Taize) as you read and pray the Reflection)

Before beginning bring the young people to silence.  Ask
them to close their eyes and to become quiet and still.  
 Breathe in God. . .  Breathe out any concerns they
might have . . .  Repeat 3 times.

A Reflection on the Burning Bush
(Exodus 3:1-12)

https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2022/07/11/resources-for-the-season-of-creation-2022/


Loving God, we pray that like you, we will care for
your creation. May we treat all that you have created
with respect and dignity.

One day . . . Moses was taking care of
the sheep and goats. . . (Ex 3:1a)

he sh



Moses led the flock across the desert and
came to Sinai, the holy mountain (Ex3:1b)

Loving God, Moses became more aware of your
presence in the peace and silence of the mountain.   
 May we take time and space in our lives to become
more aware of your loving presence. 



Moses saw the bush that was on fire but
was not burning up (Ex 3:3)

Loving Father, the holy fire on Mount Sinai did not
consume or destroy the bush. Today, unnatural fires are a
sign of the devastating effects that climate change has on
the most vulnerable of our planet. May we be open to your
Spirit within us, so that we will listen to those who are
affected by the fires of injustice. 



God said, 'I have heard my people cry out. . .
to be rescued . .. I know all about their
sufferings' (Ex 3:7)

Loving Father, your Son Jesus had a special care for
the poor. May we too, be with those who are suffering

and in need. 



Loving Father, help us to share your creation with all
peoples so as to ensure that everyone has sufficient for
their needs. Encourage us to listen to the voices of
those who have the wisdom to help us to live gratefully
within the limits of the land.

God said, 'I have come to rescue them. . .
bring them . . .into a good and spacious
land flowing with milk and honey  (Ex 3:8)



Loving Father, You were with Moses as he undertook
the task you gave him. Help us, we pray, to remember
that You are with us too. Help us to realise that we are
called live in right relationship and in communion with
creation and with each other. 

God said,' I will be with you.' (Ex 3:12)



Concluding Prayer 
As a (class/school) community we say together:

 Creator God, 
We thank you for the miraculous gift of creation. We thank
you for the changing seasons; for the colour and scent of
flowers and herbs, of grass and trees; we thank you for sun
and rain which ensure the never-failing fruitfulness of the
earth. Make us more conscious of our responsibility to respect
and care for your creation. 

We confess that the way we live today is changing the
climate, the seas, and the balance of life, dispossessing the
poor and future generations. Help us to be good neighbours
and to recognise that our relationships are broken, and the
planet’s ecosystems are fractured.  

We see that the whole of creation is struggling with changing
conditions and our communities are fragmented by inequality
and division. Help us to recognise that our lifestyles already
threaten the livelihood of the poorest and most vulnerable
citizens of the world. We pray that we may recognise our
responsibility to seek global justice so that all citizens of the
world may live in justice and peace. 
(Resources for the Season of Creation 2022 | Irish Catholic
Bishops' Conference)

https://www.catholicbishops.ie/2022/07/11/resources-for-the-season-of-creation-2022/


Prayer Litany: 
 

Help us Creator God, 
to open our eyes to the wonder of your Creation so that we may
protect it and nurture it for all peoples.
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: May we listen to the voice of
creation

Help us Creator God,
and all leaders in Church and State as they strive to hear the cry of
the earth and the cry of the poor at home and in the global south.
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: May we listen to the voice of
creation

Help us Creator God,
to be environmentalists and recyclers and heal our own local area so
as to preserve the earth for future generations. 
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: May we listen to the voice of
creation

Help us Creator God,
to strive to solve the problems of safe drinking water, drought,
flooding, sanitation and disease that none may be in want.
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: May we listen to the voice of
creation



Help us Creator God,
to support and care for all those who are affected by extreme
weather, rising tides and changing climate.
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: May we listen to the voice of
creation

Help us Creator God,
to share the earth's resources so that none go hungry. Help us to
appreciate simple, locally-produced food once more, so that people
in other countries are not denied land to grow food and flowers for
us. 
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: May we listen to the voice of
creation

We place these and all our prayers before God as we pray the
prayer Jesus himself taught us. . . Our Father

Leader: Let us pray,
Loving Father, you graciously gifted us your Creation. Teach us to
care for it; to till the soil responsibly, to keep our air pure, to free
our waters from pollution, to harvest the warmth of the sun, to
respect the rights of all species. May we willingly share the gifts of
your goodness with all. 

We ask this God of the universe. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen 



Introduction:
Welcome to the Season of Creation, that time set aside by
Pope Francis for all of us to reflect on our place within the
story of creation and to accept our individual and collective
responsibility to care for creation. Before we pray, let us take
a moment to become quiet, to close our eyes and acknowledge
that Jesus is present within us and in his Creation.

Opening Prayer:
Creator God, open our eyes and our hearts to the wonders of
your presence among us. We gather as sisters and brothers
and with all of creation. May we see the signs of your beauty
within and about us. 

We ask you to help us to see the beauty of your creation, to
listen to the voice of creation to watch over our planet, to
protect it and to share the beauty of creation with all around
us.

May the beauty of your creation be a source of refreshment
and renewal as we make our journey to you. We ask your
blessing on all who work and support our efforts to care for
creation.  May we be guided by your Holy Spirit. Amen

A Liturgy for A School Assembly 



Scripture (Psalm 148:1-4, 7-10, 13-14) (Adapted)

Praise the Lord! Across the heavens, from the heights, all you
angels, heavenly beings, sing praise, sing praise! 

Sun and moon, glittering stars, sing praise!  Highest heavens,
rain clouds, sing praise, sing praise.  

Let there be praise; from the depths of the earth, from
creatures of the deep.

Fire and hail, snow and mist, storms, winds, mountains, hills,
fruit trees and cedars, wild beasts and tame, snakes and
birds.

Praise God’s splendour above the earth, above the heavens, as
it gives strength to all nations and to all peoples.    

Hymn: (or alternative)

All Things Bright And Beautiful - John Rutter | Cambridge
Singers - City of London Sinfonia - YouTube

Prayers of Intercession:
Loving God, creator of the Universe, you know every
creature and its needs. With great trust we offer our petitions
in the name of all creation.  Our response is Sing praise
and thanks to God our creator.



For all of creation, guide our efforts to balance every part of the
ecosystem that sustains life on Earth. Pause 
All: Sing praise and thanks to God our creator.

For a greater awareness and appreciation of the world around us. 
All: Sing praise and thanks to God our creator. 

For all affected by extreme weather, rising tides, and changing
climate. Through our care and support may they experience your
love and care.                                                                                      
All: Sing praise and thanks to God our creator. 

For the care and nurture of all creation. May the way we live our
lives, bring an end to climate change, polluted oceans, rivers, and
lakes and the destruction of the purity of the air we breathe.
All: Sing praise and thanks to God our creator. 

For all our brothers and sisters who live in poverty. May we follow
the example of Jesus and reach out to rescue the abandoned and
forgotten of the earth, so precious in your eyes.
All: Sing praise and thanks to God our creator. 
      
 For a moment, let us call to mind all our prayers and intentions…     
United as a family, we pray together the prayer that Jesus taught
us. . . Our Father



Concluding Prayer:  

All powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and
in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.  Pour out
upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and
beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters,
harming no one.

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and
forgotten of this earth.

Help us to be the voice of creation 

We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.   


