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& The Christmas Carol

Born:     907
Died:     935
Feast Day:  
28 September



Wenceslaus was born  into the royal family of Bohemia which is today
called the Czech Republic. 

When his father died, Wenceslaus’s mother, Drahomira, came into
power. She was not a Christian and she favoured the pagans  in their
power struggle against Christians.

Luckily, Wenceslaus was raised by his grandmother, Ludmila. Ludmila,
was a devout woman who is also, like her grandson, a saint, She hoped
that Wenceslaus would become a Christian and one day govern the
kingdom in place of his mother. Both of her prayers were answered. 

After his grandmother was murdered, Wenceslaus eventually gained the
support of his mother and the Bohemian people. He would have liked to
have lived a humble life out of the limelight, but God had other plans
for him.

As ruler, Wenceslaus attempted to unite his kingdom. He aided poor
peasants, supported the Church, and cultivated friendly relationships
with nearby Christian nations such as Germany, bringing their priests
to Bohemia to celebrate the Latin rite.

But Wenceslaus’ Catholic faith and activity angered his enemies—
including his own brother. His brother, Boleslaus, no longer successor to
the throne, after Wenceslaus' son was born, joined a group of noble
Czech dissenters. They invited Wenceslaus to a religious festival,
trapped and stabbed him. Finally, Boleslaus, dealt the final blow
running his brother through with a lance.  Tradition tell us that
Wenceslaus’s final words were, 'May God forgive you, brother.' 

Wenceslaus was only about twenty-four years old when he was killed.



The death of Wenceslaus did not bring victory to the pagans for
Wenceslaus was hailed as a martyr and is today credited with making
Bohemia a Christian nation. 

Just three years after Wenceslaus' death, Boleslaus,—who repented of
murdering his brother—had his body moved to the Church of Saint Vitus
in Prague, to which pilgrims flocked.

There is a statue of Wenceslaus at Wenceslas Square in Prague which is a
popular meeting place. Citizens have gathered by this statue to
demonstrate against the Communist regime. His helmet and armour are
on display inside Prague Castle.

Why did Wenceslaus end up the subject of a Christmas carol? 
“Good King Wenceslaus” was written in 1853 by John Mason Neale. The
tune was supposedly written in celebration of Boxing Day, which takes
place on the second day of Christmas and is typically dedicated to
charitable giving. 

It was inspired by the charitable actions of Wenceslaus, who spent his
life caring for the destitute. Tradition says that Wenceslaus would go out,
even on snowy nights, to give alms to the poor. He walked on his bare feet
and he took only one servant with him. Wenceslaus went around to God’s
churches and gave alms generously to widows, orphans, those in prison
and afflicted by every difficulty. Those he helped did not see him as a
prince but  rather as 'the father of all the wretched.'

Wenceslaus  is the patron saint of Prague, Bohemia, Czech Republic.
Although Wenceslaus was only a duke during his lifetime, Holy Roman
Emperor Otto I posthumously "conferred on [Wenceslaus] the regal dignity
and title", which is why he is referred to as "King" in legend and song.
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