
Martha, Mary & Lazarus

Born: 1st C
Died: 1st C
Feast Day: 
29 July 
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Martha, Mary, and Lazarus were three siblings living in the town of
Bethany outside of Jerusalem during the time of Jesus. They were
close friends of Jesus, who apparently often visited their home and
went there just a few days before His Passion.   The fact that Jesus
loved the family is stated three times in just one chapter of the New
Testament—John 11, verses 3, 5, and 36.

The Congregation for Divine Worship stated that Pope Francis had
included the three saints in the General Roman Calendar,
“considering the important evangelical witness they offered in
welcoming the Lord Jesus into their home, in listening to him
attentively, in believing that he is the resurrection and the life.”

 
The decree also stated that '"in the household of Bethany the Lord
Jesus experienced the family spirit and friendship of Martha, Mary,
and Lazarus, and for this reason, the Gospel of John states that he
loved them.”  

Gospel texts provide evidence that Martha offered Jesus
hospitality. Mary listened attentively to his words (Luke 10:38-
42)and Lazarus emerged from the tomb when commanded to do so.
(John 11:43) 

Some may feel that Jesus is criticizing Martha. Martha’s generous
service is not minimized by Jesus, but her worries show that her
service needs to be grounded in Mary’s kind of love for him. 
 Martha performs the kind of generosity Jesus commends in Luke
14:12-14, 

By sitting at Jesus’ feet, Mary shows that all our service ought to
be grounded in a lively personal relationship with him. Following
Jesus means becoming like Martha and Mary. Be generous and love
God.
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