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Died:   1859
Feast Day: 4 August

Patron Saint of Priests



John Vianney was the son of a peasant farmer. He was born in the French town
of Dardilly, France (near Lyon), and was baptized the same day.  His parents,
Matthieu Vianney and his wife Marie (Belize), had six children, of whom John
was the fourth. Vianney was raised in a Catholic home and the family often
helped the poor. The family housed St. Benedict Joseph Labre when he made his
pilgrimage to Rome.

In 1790, when the anticlerical Terror phase of the French Revolution forced
priests to work in secrecy or face execution, young Vianney believed the priests
were heroes. Even though to do so had been declared illegal, the Vianney's
travelled to distant farms to attend Masses celebrated on the run. 

Vianney continued to believe in the bravery of priests and received his First
Communion catechism instructions in private by two nuns who lost their
convents to the Revolution. He made his First Communion at the age of 13 in a
neighbour's kitchen. During the Mass, the windows were covered so that the
light of the candles could not be seen from the outside.

The Catholic Church was re-established in France in 1802 by Napoleon
Bonaparte, resulting in religious peace throughout the country. By this time,
Vianney was concerned about his future vocation and longed for an education.
He was 20 when his father allowed him to leave the farm to be taught at a
"presbytery-school" conducted by the Abbé Balley. The school taught arithmetic,
history, geography and Latin. 

Vianney struggled with school, especially with Latin, since his past education
had been interrupted by the French Revolution. Only because of Vianney's
deepest desire to be a priest—and Balley's patience—did he persevere. He was
eventually ordained on account of his devoutness rather than any achievement
or promise.

 In 1818, shortly after the death of Balley, Vianney was appointed parish priest
of the parish of Ars, a town of 230 inhabitants. When Vianney's bishop first
assigned him to Ars, he got lost trying to find the town. Two young men tending
flocks in the fields pointed him in the right direction. 
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Vianney remained in Ars-en-Dombes for the rest of his life because his parishioners
would not let him leave. He attempted to run away from Ars four times, each attempt
with the intention of becoming a monk but decided after the final time (1853) that it
was not to be.

When he began his priestly duties, Vianney realized many were either ignorant or
indifferent to religion as a result of the French Revolution. Many danced and drank on
Sundays or worked in their fields. He spent much time in confession and often
delivered homilies against blasphemy and dancing. Finally, if parishioners did not give
up dancing, he refused them absolution.

He was a noted preacher, and a celebrated confessor: such was his fame, and his
reputation for insight into his penitents’ souls and their futures, that he had to spend
up to eighteen hours a day in the confessional, so great was the demand. The tens of
thousands of people who came to visit this obscure parish priest turned Ars into a place
of pilgrimage.  

He is often referred to as the "Curé d'Ars" (i.e. the parish priest of Ars), internationally

known for his priestly and pastoral work in his parish in Ars, France, because of the
radical spiritual transformation of the community and its surroundings. 

Vianney died at the age of 73. The bishop presided over his funeral with 300 priests
and more than 6,000 people in attendance. Before he was buried, Vianney's body was
fitted with a wax mask.

The French State recognised his eminence by awarding him the medal of the Légion
d’Honneur in 1848, and he sold it and gave the money to the poor.  He was canonised
by Pope Pius X1 who made him Patron Saint of Priests.

In 1959, to commemorate the centenary of John Vianney's death, Pope John XXIII
issued the encyclical letter Sacerdotii nostri primordia. John Paul II visited Ars in

person in 1986 in connection with the bicentenary of Vianney's birth and referred to
him as a "rare example of a pastor acutely aware of his responsibilities … and a sign of

courage for those who today experience the grace of being called to the priesthood."

 In 2009 Benedict XVI officially marked the beginning of the year dedicated to priests,

in celebration of the 150th anniversary of dies natali* John Mary Vianney, the Patron

Saint of parish priests worldwide... (*birthday)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacerdotii_nostri_primordia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Paul_II

