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Ignatius of Antioch was an early Christian martyr and an important figure in
the early Christian church. He was an "apostolic father," which means he had
direct contact with Christ's apostles. He was apparently a disciple of John, the
beloved apostle. He was the second or third Christian bishop at Antioch in
Syria. 

Ignatius is best known for a series of letters he wrote during the journey he
took from Antioch to Rome, at the end of which he was executed in the Roman
arena. Indeed, his letters show him to be an exceptional man with an
exceptional faith in Christ. Although Ignatius lacked formal education, his
rule as bishop was an illustrious one.

Ignatius was likely born probably someplace in Asia Minor. His name at birth
was Ignatius, but he was given the name "Theophorus" ("God-Bearer") at
baptism. Christ's apostle Peter founded the church at Antioch and (perhaps)
named Ignatius to the See; Peter was the first bishop himself and, according to
the Christian historian Eusebius, Peter named the second one, Evodius.
Ignatius likely held the bishopric beginning after Evodius' death until his own
death about forty years later. Polycarp, Irenaeus, and Origen all refer to him
or his epistles in their writings, confirming what we know of his life.

Between 105–106, the Roman Emperor Trajan waged a successful battle
against the Dacians and Scythians. In gratitude to his gods for the success,
Trajan stepped up a massive campaign against the Christian community in
Asia Minor, in particular, those Christians who refused to sacrifice to the gods.
Trajan interviewed Ignatius who confessed his steadfast belief, and so Trajan
condemned him to death.  

Because Ignatius was an important figure in the region, Trajan assigned 10
soldiers to chain him up and escort him overland and by sea to Rome.
Although his captors kept him in chains, they took their time getting him to
Rome, and they allowed access to him by other bishops and many
representatives of other Christian churches along the way.  

https://www.learnreligions.com/peter-the-apostle-simon-peter-important-248821


They stopped in Smyrna, and Ignatius went to see Polycarp an old friend
of his who was now the Bishop of Smyrna. 

It's possible that the Roman guard thought that giving people access to
Ignatius was good for warning others about the dangers of practicing
Christianity; or perhaps they stayed so long in Smyrna to get the timing of
the execution right. 

It was at Smyrna that Ignatius began to write his series of epistles—letters
to the Christian churches in different cities. He wrote letters to the
Ephesians, the Magnesians, and the Trallesians, exhorting them to obey
their bishops, avoid heresies, and keep the faith. He also wrote to the
church in Rome, begging them not to intercede for him.  

It was during that journey to Rome and especially during his stay in
Smyrna, that Ignatius clearly recognized that his identification as a martyr
made his letters significant. Indeed, the letters he wrote on his last journey
are treasures of Christianity today. 

The importance of the Ignatius epistles is that they document the work
and theology of the first missionary bishop to reorder the church, setting
up many of the doctrinal Catholic aspects that are still used today. In
addition to making the Gnostic practices of Judaizing and Doceticism
unacceptable, the letters established the holiness and unity of the church,
the threefold character of the Trinity, the hierarchy making bishops as
superior to priests, and the primacy of the See in Rome. 

When they reached Rome, Ignatius was brought to the Roman arena just in
time for the last days of the 123-day-long Trajan festivities. He was
executed by being thrown into the beasts' den where he was torn to pieces. 

He was buried outside the city gates of Antioch but Theodosius II had his
body moved to the Temple of Fortune. Finally, the body of Ignatius was
moved again to St Clement's Basilica in Rome in 637, which is where they
are said to remain to this day.



There is some controversy over the provenance of some letters attributed
to Ignatius There are seven widely-accepted letters that Ignatius* 

The content of those Ignatian Epistles is enormously important to
religious scholars. The surviving copies shed light on the early Christian
church in Asia Minor. They reveal that in the second century,
Christianity was undergoing a struggle within its adherents, some of
whom followed pagan and Gnostic beliefs and rites that Ignatius thought
were heresy.

For example, there were some new Christians who wanted to believe in
both Moses and Christ (called Judaizers).
 
The Docetists, believed that Christ was never human, but rather a divine
being. He had a body made of a superior substance, that used visual
deceptions to make it look like he was born of a human and suffered and
died.

His letters are the earliest known references in Greek or Latin to the
words "Christianity," "Catholic." 
 
Ignatius is patron of the Church in eastern Mediterranean; Church in
North Africa.

*
·The Epistle to the Ephesians,
·The Epistle to the Magnesians,
·The Epistle to the Trallians,
·The Epistle to the Romans,
·The Epistle to the Philadelphians,
·The Epistle to the Smyrnaeans,
·The Epistle to Polycarp, a bishop of Smyrna.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Ignatius_to_the_Ephesians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Ignatius_to_the_Magnesians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Ignatius_to_the_Trallians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Ignatius_to_the_Romans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Ignatius_to_the_Philadelphians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Ignatius_to_the_Smyrnaeans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epistle_of_Ignatius_to_Polycarp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smyrna

