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Fan the Flame

Blessed are the Peacemakers



 
 

"Meditating on the Gospel and on Christ's holy face is a good
way to know Jesus better." (Pope Francis)

The Face of Jesus

www.jesusface.life



Introduction
“Fan into Flame the Gift that is Yours” (Saint Paul)

 
As you come towards the end of your time in primary school, we hope this journal will help
you to think about those years, the people you have met, the friends you have made, the
gifts and talents you have developed and the teachers and staff, who have helped you to
become the wonderful young person you are. 

Most importantly we hope that this will allow you to see that your friend Jesus was and is
with you every step of the way. He has been with you in the good days and the difficult
days. He is with you now, as you celebrate together the end of a very important time in
your lives.

But endings can also be beginnings and this ending means you are ready for another step on
your journey. You will move to new schools, with new people to help you. You may go to a
school with some of the friends you have now and you will also make new friends, learn
new things and develop even more gifts and talents.

And your friend Jesus will still be with you, helping you to find the path to true happiness,
to become the wonderful person God has created you to become. And the Holy Spirit will be
there too, as your helper, your guide, just as Jesus promised. You will be the 'Face of Jesus'
for others-his love, his care, his peace. his joy in the world.

Before you start the journal spend some time before the Icon of the face of Jesus. Ask Jesus
to help you to remember and to be grateful for your time in primary school. Take time as
you complete this journal-there’s no need to rush. 

To celebrate this special time in your life, you are invited to a special Mass on the 9th June  
in Celtic Park, Derry. This Mass will be celebrated for you by Bishop McKeown. 

We thank God for the gift you and all of the boys and girls in Year Seven and Sixth Class
are to this diocese. We ask God’s blessing on you as you prepare to leave your school and
start on another stage of your journey, with Jesus your friend!



 
‘God has made you in his image and likeness.’ (Genesis 1:27)

Draw a picture of yourself/Insert a Photograph!

Name: _____________________________________________



“I have called you by your name, you are mine"
 (Isaiah: 43:1)

I was born in_________________ on the ____of________________20___

At the time I was born my family was living in ___________________

The Church I was baptised in was ______________________________________ 
by Father ___________________________________

My Godparents are ______________________ and ______________________________

The people in my family are ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of your family or Insert a Photograph!

Three things I enjoy doing with my family are:
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________



Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me”
 (Matthew 19:14)

 
Name of School ______________________________________

What I like best about our school is __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My Class  - Write the names of all the people in your class below!



My Teachers in Primary School 
                       

Year 1/Junior Infants _______________________________________________

Year 2/Senior Infants________________________________________________

Year 3/1st Class _______________________________________________________

Year 4/2nd Class ______________________________________________________

Year 5/3rd Class _______________________________________________________

Year 6/4th Class _______________________________________________________

5th Class ___________________________________________________________________

My teacher in Year Seven/6th Class is ____________________________________

Three things I remember about my first days at Primary School are
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

     
My Special Friends are
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Together we like to __________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________



My favourite place in the school building is _____________________________________

I like this because ___________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of you and your friends in this place/Use a
photograph if you have one! 

Three things that I really enjoyed taking part in, at school, over the
last seven years were
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I really enjoyed these because ___________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 



My favourite school trip was to
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

This was the most enjoyable because
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

My Gifts and Talents, which I have developed at school are
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________



What sort of person have I grown to become over the last 7/8
years at Primary School?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

The saddest or hardest day of my time in school was___________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

The happiest day of my time in school was _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

Moving On…

I'm leaving Primary
School!

What will I miss most



...New Beginnings

I’m looking forward to my
new school-making new
friends and trying new

subjects.

I’m a bit nervous
about moving to a

new place. What if I
don’t fit in?

What am I looking forward to?

• _____________________________________________
• _____________________________________________
• _____________________________________________



I feel
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

How Do I Feel About Change?

 "Know that I am with you
always; yes to the end of

time."



My Friendship with Jesus 
                             

“I call you friends, because I have told you everything I heard from
my Father” (John 15:15)

During my years in _________________________ Primary School, I have spent
time getting to know more about God. I have come to know God the
Father through becoming a close friend of Jesus. Through my
Baptism, I am a friend and a brother or sister of Jesus.

There have been some occasions when I met Jesus in a very
special way, when I celebrated the sacraments with my family,
my school and my parish. Three things I remember most about
celebrating these sacraments are
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________



My special friend’s name is: __________________________________________________________

In each of the bubbles below, write a word to describe your friend 

Think about what you would like to tell your friend
 
1. __________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________

My Friendship with Jesus grows through Prayer
“Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1)



In each of the bubbles below, write a word to describe Jesus

What would you like to say to Jesus
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

You have just written a prayer of your own to Jesus. There are 5
main types of prayer: 
1. Prayer of Adoration – “What you do is amazing” 
2. Prayer of Petition – “We need you help to….” 
3. Prayer of intercession – “Please help people in need” 
4. Prayer of Thanksgiving – “Thank You” 
5. Prayer of Praise – “We love you” 



Blessed are the Peacemakers
God has a perfect plan for everyone. He has a perfect plan
for you. As part of God's plan, he needs you, needs everyone
to be a peacemaker. He sent Jesus to show us what true
peace and how to be a true peacemaker in the world today.
In order to live out that plan, to be a peacemaker it’s
important to stay very close to Jesus and be guided
everyday by the Holy Spirit. The sacraments you have
received are a gift from God and will help you to live out
God's Plan for you each day. Listening to God's Word in your
heart will help you also.

 
Prayer Meditation on the Gospel story of The Beatitudes

Light a Candle Say a short prayer-Holy Spirit, open my heart and mind
to listen to what Jesus is saying to me today, Amen.

Begin with a Stillness Exercise Leader Sit up straight, with your back
resting against the chair...Put your feet flat on the floor and loosely
place your hands on your lap...(pause) Still your body...(pause)
Listen to your breath as it flows in and out of your lungs...(pause)
Feel your breath as it enters your nose...(pause) Feel your breath as
it travels all the way to your lungs, bringing life to every part of your
body…(pause) Feel your breath as it leaves your body, as it gently
flows out of your nose…(pause) Listen to your breath for a while as
it gets slower and slower…(pause) Close your eyes…(pause) As you
breathe in and out become aware that God is in every breath you
take…now listen to the Word of God with your heart...



 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to

Matthew (Mt 5:1-12ab)
(Children's Lectionary)

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on the side of a
mountain and sat down. Jesus' disciples gathered around him,
and eh taught the:
God blesses those people who depend only on him. 
They belong to the kingdom of heaven!
God blesses those people who grieve.
They will find comfort!
God blesses those people who are humble.
The earth will belong to them!
God blesses those people who want to obey him more than eat
or drink.
They will be given what they want!
God blesses those people who are merciful.
They will be treated with mercy!

God blesses those people whose hearts are pure.
They will see God!
God blesses those people who make peace.
They will be called his children!
God blesses those people who are treated badly for doing right.
They belong to the kingdom of heaven!
God will bless you when people insult you, mistreat you, and tell
all kinds of evil lies about you because of me.
Be happy and excited!
Your reward will be great in heaven."



After the Mass in Celtic Park, take some quiet time and write
down three things that Bishop McKeown said about being a
peacemaker in the world today?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How will you be a peacemaker in the world today?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________



Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

Lord,
make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love;
For it is giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
it is in dying that we are born again to eternal life.
Amen

 
 


