
Walking together and listening to one
another but above all to the Holy Spirit.

(Pope Francis)



Synod 2021-2023
Background for Teachers

The entire Catholic Church is called to participate in the upcoming
Synod of Bishops! This Synod is entitled: “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission.”

Pope Francis has called the entire People of God to journey together.
This Synod is not just another meeting with oral presentations and
written reports. This Synod is a process of journeying together by
listening, dialoguing, praying, discerning and making decisions together
for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ

What are we being asked to do?
Pope Francis is asking each local diocese to gather – clergy, religious
and laity together- to listen to each other.before the 2023 gathering of
Bishops in Rome. In our Diocese, we will pray, listen and talk with one
another through parish and diocesan listening sessions. The “goal” of
this journeying together is not to create a new vision or pastoral plan
with objectives. Rather, the goal of our journeying together is to be
present with one another, to listen and learn with each other, and to
grow closer to the Lord and His Church.

Involvement of Schools
We will be asking school staff to participate in this listening process but 
it is also important to hear the voices of the children of the diocese and
this resource will help schools to do that.

More information on the SYNOD may be found at 
https://www.derrydiocese.org/synod

https://www.derrydiocese.org/synod


Pope Francis wants
to hear from YOU! 



Pope Francis wants to
hear from YOU! 

But before you share your ideas let's take a moment and ask
for the GIFT of the HOLY SPIRIT to help you.

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we
gather together in Your name.

 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself

at home in our hearts;
 

Teach us the way we must go and show us
how we may do this.

 
Help us now to listen with our hearts and

to speak as Jesus did
with truth and love,

Amen
 
 



Pope Francis would like to hear how you feel
about...

 Being a friend of Jesus...

God's Church...

How all together we might  listen to each other better and build up
God's Church here one earth...

What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?



What is the Church?

When you think of the word Church, what do you think of?
 Draw your picture of the Church!



What is the Church?

Some people think when we
talk about Church we mean a

building.

Some people think when we
talk about Church we mean 
 the Pope, the Bishops and

Priests only.

Saint Paul has a different image
of the Church. He says it is like a
body with many parts and Jesus
Christ is the head of the Body.

Saint Paul says, just like a human
body, the Church needs all its

parts, all its people, all of their
gifts, all of their talents. 

 
This means, with Jesus at the

centre of everything we do, we
can journey together to tell
everyone the Good News!!



What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?

Draw or name all the different people who belong to the Church, the
Body of Christ, in the Church outline below.



Draw or name anyone you think might feel they don't belong to the
Church, the Body of Christ, outside the Church outline below.

What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?



 How could the Church that is the Pope, Bishop, Priests, you, all of us
together help everyone to feel they belong to the Church?

What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?



Tell Pope Francis about your friendship with Jesus. Draw yourself
beside Jesus together and write some words around it telling the
Pope about how you feel about Jesus.

What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?



We are all called to be like Jesus in the world today. Talk to your
teacher about how Jesus calls us to show God's love in the world
today.

Who are the people that you see showing God's love in the world
today- You can draw them and write about them below.

What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?



What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?

We are all called to be like Jesus in the world today, to show God's love to
everyone.

Are there people who feel they are not shown God's love by others. 
Talk to your teacher about this. Perhaps you could draw or write about

people you think feel this way.



What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?

Could all of us together, as the Body of Christ, the Church, help
people to know how much they are loved by God? Tell Pope Francis,
how he, the Bishop, the priests, you, all of the people of God may do
this better.



What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?

When Jesus invites each one of us to come to Mass, he is asking us
to share in his life, to receive him in Holy Communion so we can go

out and be his loving presence in the world today. 

How do you feel when you are at Mass?

Is there anything that would help you
understand the Mass better?



What does Pope Francis want to hear
about from you?

Listening to another person is very important. To know how God
wants us all to live together and share his love we need to stay close
to Jesus and listen to the Holy Spirit within us. Have you any ideas
how we, the Church, could listen better to God and to each other?



Pope Francis-I'd like to hear
from you too! 

If you could ask one question of Pope Francis what would it be?
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