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Thomas was born of a noble family in southern Italy. He had three
brothers and two sisters. They lived in a family casatle in
Roccasecca. He was educated by the Benedictines. He was described
as being large, heavy and quiet and was later given the nickname
'The Dumb Ox' by classmates.
As an adult he decided to become a Dominican. His family objected
to his decision and so they kept him prisoner for over a year. In the
end he won!
He studied in Paris and Cologne under the great philosopher Saint
Albert the great.
Thomas was not afraid of new ideas, rather he engaged with them
through study, listening, talking with others and praying. Thomas
was concerned with understanding how people would know what was
right and what was wrong.
He studied the writing of Aristotle, the greatest philosopher of the
ancient world. Many feared that Aristotelianism was contradictory
to Christianity and the teaching of Aristotle was banned in many
universities at this time.
Thomas brought to the philosophical debate, simple straightforward
sense. Truth cannot contradict truth! Thomas studied and argued
and eventually the simple common-sense philosophy brought an end
to the controversy. He wrote Summa Theologiae, a standard
textbook for many centuries and still an irreplaceable resource
today. He produced wonderful poetry of the Liturgy for Corpus
Christi.

While study was important to Thomas, praying was even more so.
He liked sit and listen to God. He understood the need to look and
listen, paying attention to how God is a part of our lives.
Thomas is remembered for his brilliant mind, his written work and
for being a genius, he was very much a man of prayer. He said that
'humility is what makes a person capable of God.' and he declared
that 'prayer and the help of God had been of greater service to him
in the search for truth than his natural intelligence and habit of
study' He had a vision, during Mass, which made his writings seem
like so much straw and so he did not write again.
He is patron saint of Universities and Catholic Schools.

