
Teresa of Calcutta

Born:  1910
Died:   1997
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5 September



Teresa was born Anjezë Gonxhe (or Gonxha) Bojaxhiu  into a Kosovar
Albanian family in Skopje, Ottoman Empire (now the capital of North
Macedonia).

She was the youngest child in the family. Her father, who was involved in
Albanian-community politics in Ottoman Macedonia, died in 1919 when
she was eight years old.  

According to a biography by Joan Graff Clucas, Teresa was in her early
years when she was convinced that she should commit herself to religious
life.  
 
She left home in 1928 at age 18 to join the Sisters of Loreto at Loreto
Abbey in Rathfarnham, Ireland, to learn English with the 
intent of becoming a missionary. She did not see her mother
 or her sister again.
 
Teresa arrived in India in 1929 and began her novitiate in Darjeeling, in
the lower Himalayas, where she learned Bengali and taught at St. Teresa's
School near her convent. She took her first religious vows on 24 May
1931. 

She chose to be named after Thérèse de Lisieux, the patron saint of
missionaries.
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Teresa took her solemn vows on 14 May 1937 while she was a teacher
at the Loreto convent school in Entally, eastern Calcutta.
She served there for nearly twenty years and was appointed its
headmistress in 1944.

 Although Teresa enjoyed teaching at the school, she was increasingly
disturbed by the poverty surrounding her in Calcutta. 

On 10 September 1946, Teresa experienced what she later described
as "the call within the call" when she travelled by train to the Loreto
convent in Darjeeling from Calcutta for her annual retreat. This call
of her inner conscience, told her that she should serve the poor by
living with them. 

She asked for and received permission to leave the school. 

 She began missionary work with the poor in 1948, replacing her
traditional Loreto habit with a simple, white cotton sari with a blue
border. Teresa adopted Indian citizenship. She spent several months
in Patna receiving basic medical training at the Holy Family Hospital
She then ventured into the slums.

She founded a school in Kolkata, before she began tending to the poor
and hungry. At the beginning of 1949 Teresa was joined in her effort
by a group of young women, and she laid the foundation for a new
religious community helping the "poorest among the poor".  

In 1950, Teresa received Vatican permission for the diocesan
congregation, which would become the Missionaries of Charity (MOC).
In her words, it would care for, 
"the hungry, the naked, the homeless, the crippled, the blind, the lepers,
all those people who feel unwanted, unloved, uncared for throughout
society, people that have become a burden to the society and are
shunned by everyone".
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Teresa opened a hospice for those with leprosy. She 
 established leprosy-outreach clinics throughout Calcutta, 
providing medication, dressings and food. The sisters took in an increasing
number of homeless children. In 1955 the Children's Home of the
Immaculate Heart was opened.   

The congregation began to attract recruits and donations, and by the 1960's
it had opened hospices, orphanages and leper houses throughout India.
Teresa then expanded the congregation abroad, opening houses in
Venezuela, Italy, Tanzania and Austria, and during the 1970s the
congregation opened houses and foundations in the United States and dozens
of countries in Asia, Africa and Europe.

The MOC Brothers was founded in 1963, and a contemplative branch of the
Sisters followed in 1976. 

Lay Catholics and those of other denominations were enrolled in the Co-
Workers of Mother Teresa, the Sick and Suffering Co-Workers, and the Lay
Missionaries of Charity. 

At the time of her death, the Missionaries of Charity had over 4,000 sisters
and an associated brotherhood of 300 members operating 610 missions in
123 countries. These included hospices and homes for people with
HIV/AIDS, leprosy and tuberculosis, soup kitchens, children's-and family-
counselling programmes, orphanages and schools. The Missionaries of
Charity were aided by co-workers numbering over one million by the 1990s.

She is patron of Missionaries of Charity and co-patron of Arch Diocese of
Calcutta
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