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John the Apostle or Saint John the Beloved was one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus according to the New
Testament. Generally listed as the youngest apostle, he was the son of Zebedee and Salome. His brother was
James, who was another of the Twelve Apostles.
Also according to some traditions, Salome was the sister of Mary, Jesus' mother, making Salome Jesus' aunt, and
her sons John the Apostle and James were Jesus' cousins.
John the Apostle is traditionally believed to be one of two disciples (the other being Andrew) recounted in John
1:35-39, who upon hearing the Baptist point out Jesus as the "Lamb of God," followed Jesus and spent the day
with him. Thus, some traditions believe that he was first a disciple of John the Baptist, even though he is not
named in this episode. John has an important role in the gospels. Alongside Peter and James, John was a witness
to the raising of the Daughter of Jairus. All three also witnessed the Transfiguration, and these same three
witnessed the Agony in Gethsemane more closely than the other Apostles did. John was the disciple who reported
to Jesus that they had 'forbidden' a non-disciple from casting out demons in Jesus' name, prompting Jesus to state
that 'he who is not against us is on our side'. Jesus sent only John and Peter into the city to make the
preparation for the final Passover meal (the Last Supper).
Many traditions identify the "beloved disciple" in the Gospel of John as the Apostle John, but this identification
is debated. At the meal itself, the "disciple whom Jesus loved" sat next to Jesus. It was customary to recline on
couches at meals, and this disciple leaned on Jesus. Tradition identifies this disciple as Saint John.[John 13:2325]
After the arrest of Jesus, Peter and the "other disciple" (according to tradition, John) followed him into the palace
of the high-priest. The "beloved disciple" alone, among the Apostles, remained near Jesus at the foot of the cross
on Calvary alongside myrrh bearers and numerous other women. Following the instruction of Jesus from the
Cross, the beloved disciple took Mary, the mother of Jesus, into his care as the last legacy of Jesus.[John 19:2527]
After Jesus' Ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, John, together with Peter, took a
prominent part in the founding and guidance of the church. He was with Peter at the healing of the lame man at
Solomon's Porch in the Temple[Acts 3:1 et seq.] and he was also thrown into prison with Peter.[Acts 4:3] He went
with Peter to visit the newly converted believers in Samaria.[Acts 8:14]

Church tradition has held that John is the author of the Gospel of John and four other books of the New
Testament—the three Epistles of John and the Book of Revelation. In the Gospel, authorship is internally
credited to the "disciple whom Jesus loved" ). The authorship of some Johannine literature has been debated
since about the year 200. Later in life he was exiled to Patmos. He is said to have died at Ephesus. He was the
only apostle to die of natural causes.
He is patron of love, loyalty, friendships, authors, booksellers, burn-victims, poison-victims, art-dealers, editors,
publishers, scribes, examinations, scholars, theologians

