Brendan the Navigator
Born: c 486
Died: c 578
e

Feast Day:
16 May

Brendan is the patron saint of Kerry, Ireland. He was born near Tralee Bay
in County Kerry, Ireland, now called Church Hill. An Irish legend states
that angels appeared in a bright light over the house when he was born.
Some historians believe that he was the son of Findlugh and a descendant of
a noblemen.
The Bishop of Kerry, named Erc (later canonized St. Erc), baptized Brendan.
According to the custom of the time, the boy was then taken from his
parents when he was one-year old and placed under the foster care of Ita
(also spelled Aida; later canonized St. Ita) of Killeedy.
Ita was a female mystic who became a lifelong friend of Brendan's. She
taught Brendan until he was six when St. Erc took over. Erc instructed
Brendan, and he also indulged his pupil's studies with St. Jarlath in Tuam,
St. Enda in the Aran Islands, and St. Ninian in Whithorn, Galloway. It is
believed that Brendan also studied with St. Finian and St. Gildas in
Llancarfan, Wales.
Erc ordained Brendan to the priesthood in 512.
Brendan is considered a member of what became known as the Second Order
of Irish saints, also called the Twelve Apostles of Ireland. Their missionary
work resulted in converting Ireland into a Christian place from where they
launched further missionary work to Scotland, Wales, and Brittany.
The Irish monks, priests, and abbots preserved many great works of
civilization during the Dark Ages, when, many books and artifacts were
destroyed.

Following his ordination, Brendan established monasteries in Ardfert and
Shanakeel. He recruited many disciples and, during the next thirty years,
he founded monasteries in Kilbrandon and Kilbrennan Sound in Scotland
and Inis-da-druim, which is north of Limerick in Ireland.
Around 558, Brendan established a monastery at Clonfert in Galway,
which remained one of Ireland's most prestigious schools until the
sixteenth century.
Information about Brendan's missionary work is easy to find, but
information about his travels are at times guesswork. Brendan loved to
travel on the sea. He spent his childhood by the sea. He travelled to
Iceland, Greenland, and perhaps the shores of North America.
These missionary travels led him to build boats called curraghs (or
currach), which were built by stretching animal skins over wooden frames.
Traveling throughout the British Isles and Northern France, he would be
accompanied by as many as sixty monks.
During these travels, he is reported to have met St. Columba on Hynba
Island in Scotland, travelled to Brittany with the Welsh monk St. Malo,
and to have visited the Welsh monastery of Llancarfan founded by St.
Cadoc.
He is patron of boatmen; divers; sailors; travellers; whales; portaging
canoes; Diocese of Clonfert; Diocese of Kerry

After St. Patrick, Brendan
remains the second-most popular
Irish saint, and his name is
given to several Irish landmarks,
including Brandon Bay.
He is believed to have died
when he was more than 90 years
old while visiting his sister,
Briga, who was serving as abbess
at the Enach Duin convent in
Annaghdown.
He died in c 578 and is buried
facing the front door of the
Cathedral of Clonfert. St.
Brendan was a man of strong
faith.
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