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Died:  34 AD
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December



Stephen is the first martyr.  The only source for information about Stephen is the
New Testament book of the Acts of the Apostles. Stephen is mentioned in Acts 6 as
one of the Greek-speaking Hellenistic Jews selected to participate in a fairer
distribution of welfare to the Greek-speaking widows.  Greek speaking Jews felt
that their widows were being slighted in preference to Hebrew widows in the daily
distribution of food.

Since the name "Stephanos" is Greek, it has been assumed that he was one of these
Hellenistic Jews. Stephen is stated to have been full of faith and the Holy Spirit
and to have performed miracles among the people.  It seems to have been 
among synagogues of Hellenistic Jews that he performed his teachings and "signs
and wonders" Stephen met opposition. Stephen's teachings were challenged but he
was able to defend his stance. 

Furious at this humiliation, they put forward false testimony that Stephen had
preached blasphemy against Moses and God. Stephen appeared before the
Sanhedrin, the supreme legal court of Jewish elders. He was accused of preaching
against the Temple and the Mosaic Law. Stephen made a speech before the
Sanhedrin presenting his view of the history of Israel.  

Those listening were so enraged they threw stones at Stephen. Those who threw
the first stones laid their coats down as to be able to do this, at the feet of a "young
man named Saul" (later known as Paul the Apostle). Saul "approved of their killing
him."[Acts 8:1] 

In the aftermath of Stephen's death, the remaining disciples fled to distant lands,
many to Antioch.

Stephen is the patron saint of deacons, headaches, horses, coffin makers, and
masons. He is often represented carrying a pile of rocks or with rocks on his head.
St Stephen's Day is 26th December and it is name checked in the Christmas carol
Good King Wenceslas.
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