
Nicholas

Born:    270 AD
Died:    343 AD
Feast Day:
6 December 

Nearly Everybody's Saint!



Nicholas was born in Lycia (now part of Turkey). His wealthy parents
raised him as a Christian. They died in an epidemic when Nicholas was
quite young. Obeying Jesus' words to 'sell what you own and give the
money to the poor' Nicholas used his inheritance to assist the needy, the
sick and the suffering. 

He dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while
still a young man. He became know for his generosity and kindness to
those in need, his love for children and his concern for sailors and ships. 

There are many legends about Nicholas. One story tells how he helped
three poor sisters. Their father did not have enough money for their
dowries and thought about selling them into slavery. Three times
Nicholas secretly went to their house at night and tossed a bag of money
through an open window.  The bags are said to have landed in stockings
or shoes left before the fire to dry. 
This led to the custom of children handing stockings 
or putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts.

Under the persecution of Diocletian, Nicholas suffered for his faith.  He
was exiled and imprisoned.  After his release he attended the Council of
Nicaea in AD 325. 

In parts of northern Europe, particularly the Low Countries and some
German-speaking areas, St. Nicholas Day has remained a time when
children are given special cookies, candies, and gifts. In many places,
children leave letters for St. Nicholas and carrots or grass for his donkey
or horse.  He is the inspiration for the figure of Santa Claus!

Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors, children, pawnbrokers, 
victims of judicial mistakes, captives, thieves and murderers 
(he helps them to repent!) and many more. . .  


