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Francis Xavier was born in the Basque country of Spain. He was the youngest
son in his family and he came from a prosperous farming family.  In 1525
Francis went to study at the university of Paris. He spend the next eleven
years here. 

In 1529 he met Ignatius of Loyola. Ignatius tried to convert Francis but to no
avail. Francis was more interested in worldly advancement.  At first Francis
was sarcastic about Ignatius' efforts to convert students.  Slowly but surely,
however, Ignatius was able to break down Francis' resistance. 

In 1530 Francis received the degree of Master of the Arts, and then he taught
philosophy at the University of Paris. In 1534 his life changed when he and
six other students made private vows of poverty, chastity and obedience to
the Pope. Francis began to study theology and he was ordained in 1537.

Ignatius drew up a formula for a new religious order, 
the Society of  Jesus (the Jesuits). Ignatius' plan 
was approved by Pope Paul 111 in 1540.  

Francis was sent by the Pope to India in 1541, and he spent the rest of his
life in the East, preaching the Gospel. He is remembered for his
evangelisation work, most notably in India. He made many converts and
fought against the exploitation of the native population by the Europeans. He
spent two years on a mission to Japan, laying the foundations of many
Christian communities. He entered China secretly to preach the Gospel.  He
died of fever and exhaustion on the Chinese island of Shangchwan.  

Francis believed that new Christian communities should not be abandoned. In
India he trained European missionaries to continue his work and hoped that
his missions would grow with seminaries, schools and charities. In Japan he
worked with educated native clergy- the idea that Asian converts could
celebrate mass and administer the sacraments was revolutionary to many in
Europe. Francis is regarded as one of the greatest missionaries since Saint
Paul.
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