
Malachy

Born:  1094
Died:  1148
Feast Day:
3 November 



Malachy was baptised Máel Máedóc,  meaning 'devotee or servant' of
Máedóc.  His name is Malachus in Latin and  Malachy in English. He was
trained under the  Abbot of Armagh. After a long course of studies
Malachy was ordained priest by Cellach of Armagh (Celsus) in 1119.  

 
                 He was ordained Bishop of Down and Connor in 1124.
                 In 1132, he was promoted to the primacy of Armagh.
                 Malachy worked zealously to restore ecclesiastical discipline,
restored marriage, renewed the practices of confession and confirmation,
and introduced Roman chants in the liturgy. He was also known for his
care to the needy and as a miracle worker and healer. 
In his lifetime he planted apple trees throughout
Ireland during time of famine.  

 In 1136/37 he resigned the Sees of Armagh and Connor but retained as
Bishop of Down. He founded a priory of Austin Canons at Downpatrick,
and was unceasing in his work. Early in 1139 he journeyed to Rome, via
Scotland, England, and France, visiting Bernard at Clairvaux,
Champagne. Malachy was instrumental in establishing the Cistercian
Order in Ireland. On his way to Rome in 1139  
Malachy visited Saint Bernard at Clairvaux.

He obtained five monks for a foundation in Ireland, under Christian, an
Irishman, as superior: thus arose the great Abbey of Mellifont in 1142. 
 Malachy set out on a second journey to Rome in 1148, but on arriving
at Clairvaux, he fell sick and died.

He was the first Irish saint to be canonised by a Pope. He is patron saint
of the Archdiocese of Armagh and the Diocese of Down and Connor. 

He was distinguished by his meekness, humility, obedience, modesty,
and true diligence in his studies. Charles Borromeo praised Malachy for
attending to the needy, bringing the holy sacraments to all alike and
renewing the fervour of the people in receiving them.
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