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Died: 1180
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Laurence O'Toole, also known as Lorcán Ua Tuathail was born in
Kildare, Ireland. He was the youngest of four sons of King
Muirchertach. At the time of Laurence's birth, his father was
subordinate to the king of South Leinster.
At the age of 10, Laurence was sent to the king as a hostage for
his father. His father's loyalty was suspect and Laurence was
imprisoned for some two years in extreme austerity and barely
given enough to live on. The situation was eventually resolved.
However, one positive from Laurence's confinement was the
strengthening of his wish to enter the religious life.
In 1154, at the age of 26, Laurence became Abbot of
Glendalough. He was a religious reformer. He wished that the
Irish Church would reflect the Catholic Church and strengthen
the bonds between the Irish Church and Rome.
Laurence began a spiritual renewal programme amongst the
monks of the Abbey bringing the Gaelic Abbey of Glendalough in
line with the Frankish Abbeys of Continental Europe. He invited
the Canons of St. Augustine to come and assist in the reform of
the Abbey and he became a member of the Augustinian Order
himself.
In 1162 at the age of 32, Laurence was elected Archbishop of
Dublin at the time of the Norman invasion of Ireland. He was the
first Irish bishop of Dublin, and also the last one before the
Reformation: Ireland was invaded by the Normans in 1170 and
his successors were all Normans or Englishmen.

As Archbishop of Dublin, Laurence began a policy of church
building and laid the foundation stone for the Cathedral of the Holy
Trinity (now Christ Church). To assist in the spiritual formation of
the priests and people of the Diocese Laurence invited the
Augustinian monks to become part of the Cathedral Chapter of the
Holy Trinity.
Laurence was well known for his holiness and charity to the poor.
There was appalling poverty in the city at the time and each day
Laurence fed the poor of the city in his home. He also established
care centres for the children who had been abandoned by their
parents or who were orphaned in the city.
He played a prominent role in the Irish Church Reform Movement
of the 12th century and mediated between the parties during and
after the invasion.
Laurence left Ireland in 1179 for Rome, accompanied by five
other bishops. Pope Alexander III named him as papal legate. On his
return to Ireland he kept up the pace of reform to such an extent
that as many as 150 clerics were withdrawn from their offices for
various abuses and sent to Rome.
On his way back to Ireland, Laurence took ill. It was suggested that
he should make his will, to which he replied: "God knows, I have not
a penny under the sun to leave anyone. He died in Normandy and is
buried there.
He was canonised in 1225 by Pope Honorius III. He is pratron of
the Archdiocese of Dublin and he is one of only 4 Irish saints
canonised by a Pope!

