Andrew - Apostle

Born: 5-10 AD
Died: 60 AD
Feast Day
30 November

The New Testament states that Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter, and
likewise a son of Jonah. His name is not Hebrew but Greek which suggests an
cultural openness in his family. We are in Galilee, where the Greek language
and culture are quite present.
Both he and his brother Peter were fishermen by trade.
In the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, Simon Peter and
Andrew were both called together to become disciples of Jesus and "fishers of
men". These narratives record that Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea
of Galilee, observed Simon and Andrew fishing, and called them to discipleship.
In the parallel incident in the Gospel of Luke, Andrew is not named, nor is
reference made to Simon having a brother. Luke does however call him, Simon's
brother later in the Gospel. In contrast, the Gospel of John states that Andrew
was a disciple of John the Baptist, whose testimony first led him, and another
unnamed disciple of John the Baptist, to follow Jesus. Andrew at once recognized
Jesus as the Messiah, and hastened to introduce him to his brother.
In the gospels, Andrew is referred to as being present on some important
occasions. He told Jesus about the boy with the loaves and fishes,
and when Philip wanted to tell Jesus about certain Greeks seeking
Him, he told Andrew first. Andrew was present at the Last Supper.
Andrew was one of the four disciples who came to Jesus on the Mount of Olives
to ask about the signs of Jesus' return at the "end of the age".
Tradition suggests that Andrew preached in Scythia, near the Black Sea and
around the Dnieper River as far as Kiev. According to tradition, he founded the
See of Byzantium (later Constantinople and Istanbul) in AD 38.
Cypriot tradition holds that a ship which was transporting Andrew went off
course and ran aground. Upon coming ashore, Andrew struck the rocks with his
staff at which point a spring of healing waters gushed forth. Using it, the sight of
the ship's captain, who had been blind in one eye, was restored. Thereafter, the
site became a place of pilgrimage.

Andrew is said to have been martyred by crucifixion at the city of Patras
(Patræ) in Achaea, in AD 60.
Early texts, such as the Acts of Andrew describe Andrew as bound, not
nailed, to a Latin cross of the kind on which Jesus is said to have been
crucified; yet a tradition developed that Andrew had been crucified on a cross
of the form called crux decussata (X-shaped cross/saltire), now commonly
known as a "Saint Andrew's Cross" — supposedly at his own request, as he
deemed himself unworthy to be crucified on the same type of cross as Jesus
had been.
Several legends state that the relics of Andrew were brought by divine
guidance from Constantinople to the place where the modern Scottish town of
St Andrews stands today In September 1964,
Pope Paul VI, as a gesture of goodwill toward the Greek Orthodox Church,
ordered that all of the relics of Saint Andrew that were in Vatican City be
sent back to Patras. Andrew is the patron saint of several countries and cities
including: Barbados, Romania, Russia, Scotland, Ukraine, Sarzana, Pienza and
Amalfi in Italy, Esgueira in Portugal, Luqa in Malta, Parañaque in the
Philippines and Patras in Greece.
He is considered the founder and the first bishop of the Church of Byzantium
and is consequently the patron saint of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople. Andrew is also the patron of the Russian Navy.
The flag of Scotland (and consequently the Union Flag and those of some of
the former colonies of the British Empire) feature Saint Andrew's saltire
cross. The saltire is also the flag of Tenerife, the former flag of Galicia and
the Russian Navy Ensign

