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Jude is so named by Luke and Acts. Matthew and Mark
call him Thaddeus. He is not mentioned elsewhere in the
Gospels, except of course where all the apostles are
mentioned. 

 Actually, Jude had the same name as Judas Iscariot. Jude
was also known as “Jude Thaddeus.” People used this
formal title so that he was not confused with Judas, the
betrayer.

 
Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the apostles. He
was often called “the Zealot.” A zealot is a person who is
strongly committed to something. In Simon’s case, he
firmly believed in the importance of people following
Jewish law. Once he met Jesus, his life was changed and
he became convinced that the most important thing was
to follow Jesus and his teachings. 

Simon and Jude travelled together to teach others about
Jesus. Because of their eyewitness accounts of Jesus’
miracles and his death and Resurrection, many people
became believers and were baptized. 

 



Simon and Jude disappear from the pages of the Gospels
after the brief mentions of their names. Nothing is known
of either of them with any certainty, not even where they
evangelized or where they met death. 

As Apostles, however, we know that they were key actors
in laying the deep foundations of the Church in  the
Middle Eastern culture in which they lived. 

Simon and Jude died for their faith on the same day in
Beirut. Jude’s body was later returned to Rome where it
was buried in a crypt under St. Peter’s Basilica.

Jude is the patron saints of hopeless causes Simon is
patron saint of tanners 

 Jude became the Patron Saint of Hopeless Causes, 
 probably because of the faithful’s reluctance to seek the
intercession of one whose misfortune it was to share a
name with Christ’s betrayer. Out of confusion or an
abundance of caution, Jude thus became a saint of last
resort.


