
Gregory the Great 

Born: 540 AD
Died: 604 AD
Feast Day:
3 September 



Pope Saint Gregory the Great was born into a noble Roman family.
The family home was on one of Rome’s seven ancient hills.  He was
the son of a Roman senator. He became the prefect of Rome at 30.

After the death of his father, he lived with a few friends in a small
monastery near his family home. He found a fulfilment in monastic
solitude, peaceful recollection and the life of prayer. 

In his life of contemplation, Gregory concluded that "in that silence
of the heart, while we keep watch within through contemplation, we
are as if asleep to all things that are without." (Cavadini 155)

He was appointed a papal ambassador and then in 590 AD he
became pope.  He was the first pope from a monastic background.

He had to abandon the quiet life of a monk when he became Pope. 
 He was a skilled administrator, skills honed possibly by his prior
political experience. He is known for his extensive administrative
system of charitable relief of the poor at Rome.  

 
He organised the resources of the church into an administration for
general relief. In doing so he evidenced a talent for and intuitive
understanding of the principles of accounting, which was not to be
invented for centuries.  To help the poor who lived in the streets
Gregory sent out monks, every morning with prepared food. 

It is said that he would not dine until the poor were fed. When he
did dine he shared the family table, with 12 poor guests.
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As well as his concern for people at a practical level, Gregory used his skills to
implement changes in liturgy and pastoral doctrine. 

He was known as "the Father of Christian Worship" because of his exceptional
efforts in revising the Roman worship of his day.

The Gregorian chant was named after him. He was the first pope to use
'Servant of the Servants of God,' as a papal title.

Through diplomacy, Gregory regained papal authority in Spain and France
and sent missionaries to England, including Augustine of Canterbury and
Paulinus of York
 
He combated the Arian and Donatist heresies and brought the people back to
the orthodox church. 

Gregory is one of the Latin Fathers and a Doctor of the Church

He is patron saint of musicians singers, students and teachers. 
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