
The Archangels 
Raphael, Michael,  Gabriel 

 

"Stained glass window, St Michael's church, Glentworth" by Jules & Jenny
is licensed under CC BY 2.0

 

 
Archangels are:
celestial beings,

immortal, 
 leaders,  

entrusted by God with
special duties.
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The 29 September  is a day for honouring God’s archangels.  The name angel
means 'servant' or 'messenger of God.'  Another name for this Catholic

holiday is Michaelmas. 
While the Bible references seven archangels, in the canonical Catholic

tradition, only three are named. They are Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael.
 

Michael is the most famous of all angels across all Christian traditions. His
name in Hebrew, means 'one who is like God' and he is also known as "the

prince of the heavenly host." He is usually pictured as a strong warrior,
dressed in armour and wearing sandals. His name appears in Scripture four
times, twice in the Book of Daniel, and once each in the Epistle of St. Jude
and the Book of Revelation. We invoke St. Michael to help us in our fight

against Satan.  St. Michael the Archangel visited the three children at
Fatima, to prepare them for the work of the Blessed Virgin.

Patron: against temptations; against powers of evil;
 
 

Biblically, Gabriel (strength of God) appears three times as a messenger. He
was sent to Daniel to explain a vision concerning the Messiah. He appeared to
Zachary when he was offering incense in the Temple, to foretell the birth of
his son, St. John the Baptist.  He is however, most famous for bringing the

message of annunciation to the Virgin Mary, where it was revealed that she
was to be the Mother of Christ. His greeting to the Virgin, “Hail, full of

grace,” is one of the most familiar and frequent Christian prayers.  
  Patron: Ambassadors; broadcasting; childbirth; clergy; communications;

diplomats; messengers.     
 
 

Our knowledge of the Archangel Raphael comes to us from the book of
Tobit. His mission as wonderful healer and fellow traveller with the youthful
Tobias has caused him to be invoked for journeys and at critical moments in
life. Tradition also holds that Raphael is the angel who stirred the waters at

the healing sheep pool in Bethesda. His name means "God has healed".    
Patron: Blind; against sickness  druggists; eye problems; guardian angels;
happy meetings; healers; love; lovers; mental illness; nurses; pharmacists;

physicians.
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