Vincent de Paul

Born: 1581
Died: 1660
Feast Day:
27 September

Vincent de Paul was a French Catholic priest who dedicated himself to
serving the poor. He was born to a poor peasant family in the French
village of Pouy.
He had three brothers – Jean, Bernard and Gayon, and two sisters –
Marie and Marie-Claudine. He was the third child. He demonstrated a
talent for literacy early in life and during his childhood he herded his
family's livestock. At 15, his father sent him to a seminary, managing to
pay for it by selling the family's oxen.

His first formal education was provided by the Franciscans. He did so
well, he was hired to tutor the children of a nearby
wealthy family. He used the monies he earned teaching to
continue his formal studies at the University of Toulouse
where he studied theology. He was ordained in 1600 and
remained in Toulouse for a time.
In 1605, while on a ship travelling from Marseilles to Narbone, he was
captured, brought to Tunis and sold as a slave. Two years later he and
his master managed to escape and both returned to France.
Vincent went to Avignon and later to Rome to continue his studies.
While there he became a chaplain to the Count of Goigny and was placed
in charge of distributing money to the deserving poor.
He became pastor of a small parish in Clichy for a short period of time,
while also serving as a tutor and spiritual director.
From that point forward he spent his life
preaching missions to and providing relief to the poor.

Vincent brought food and comfort to poor families. He organised
wealthy women of Paris to collect funds for missionary projects, found
hospitals, gather relief funds for victims of war.

Vincent was appointed a chaplain to the galleys. After working for some
time in Paris among imprisoned galley slaves, he returned to be the
superior of what is now known as the Congregation of the Mission, or the
"Vincentians"
These priests, with vows
of poverty, chastity, obedience,
devoted themselves entirely to the people
in smaller towns and villages.
Vincent lived at a time when there were not many priests in France and
what priests there were, were neither well-formed nor faithful to their
way of life. Vincent helped reform the clergy and the manner in which
they were instructed and prepared for the priesthood.
Vincent conducted retreats for clergy.
He was a pioneer in clerical training and was
instrumental in establishing seminaries. He was the founder of the
Congregation of the Mission and Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de
Paul.
Vincent de Paul has a charity named
after him by Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, a
man renowned for his compassion,
humility, and generosity.

On June 16, 1737 Vincent was canonized by Pope Clement XIII.
Patron: of charities; horses; hospitals; leprosy; lost articles; Madagascar;
prisoners; Richmond, Virginia; spiritual help; Saint Vincent de Paul
Societies; volunteers

