Season of Creation 2021
Restoring our Common Home

Celebrating the Season of Creation
in the Post Primary School
Background for Teacher
Pope Francis established 1st September as an annual World Day of Prayer for
the Care of Creation. The Season of Creation or, Creation Time, is marked
throughout the Christian world from 1st September to 4th October (Feast of St.
Francis of Assisi) and celebrates the joy of creation as well as encouraging
awareness-raising initiatives to protect the natural environment. There will be a
special week of focus in the Diocese of Derry from 27th September- 4th
October.
Restoring our Common Home
Pope Francis, in his special letter Laudato Si, ‘Care for our Common Home’ asks
us to recognise the wonder of the magnificent world that God has createdpeople, animals, plants, the solar system etc. Pope Francis says that the ‘earth is
God’s gift to us, full of beauty and wonder’ and that we, ‘the whole human family
needs to work together to care for our planet earth so that we sow beauty, not
pollution and destruction.’ This year we are called to recognise the need to heal
our relationships with creation and with each other, “for we know that things
can change!” (Laudato Si’, 13).
The week finishes on the Feast Day of Saint Francis Assisi. Pope Francis took
his name when he became Pope. He believes he is the Saint whose example we
should follow in our care for all of creation. Pope Francis says of Saint Francis,
‘he loved, and was deeply loved for his joy, his generous self-giving, his
openheartedness. He was a mystic and a pilgrim who lived in simplicity and in
wonderful harmony with God, with others, with nature and with himself. He
shows us just how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature,
justice for the poor, commitment to society, and interior peace’

Celebrating the Season of Creation
Our Giftedness and the Gift that is Creation
Talk to the students about gifts they have received. Who gave the gifts to
them? What made them special? How do you treat special gifts? Ask them if
they know that they are a special gift from God, that each person, each thing
that God has created has been given to us as a gift?
Talk to the students about how we have been given a very special
responsibility by God-to care for everything in the amazing world that God
has created.
There’s a video for young people explaining Pope Francis’ Letter, Laudato SiCare for our Common Home Laudato Si Young People - YouTube

What do the young people understand about 'living in right relationship' with
God, with one another, with all of creation. Their understanding will vary
according to their age. However, from the youngest child to the oldest, they
will know from their experience of family, friendships, being part of the
school community, their local community that at the heart of healthy
relationships are love, respect, care, kindness, compassion, forgiveness-the
gospel values, the message of Jesus, their friend. This understanding needs to
be extended to all created things.

Daily Prayers -Restoring Our Common Home

(Parishes in the diocese will be using daily reflections at Mass during this week.
Adapted ones are provided here for use in the classroom and at home)
Light a candle each morning in the sacred space in your classroom. Ask your
students to take a moment and to become quiet and more aware of God's presence
within them and around them. Read the reflection, pause for a minute, giving them
time to speak to God in their hearts about it and finish each day by saying.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the
beginning is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen
Monday:
Today we thank God for the gift of water. Freely given. . . clean and available to us.
Every time we experience water today whether that be when we take a drink of
water, wash ourselves, use the dishwasher or washing machine, rinse the vegetables,
take a walk by a river, lake or sea or find that it is raining outside.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of water.
(Glory be...)

Tuesday
Today we thank God for the gift of freedom. For the right to make choices in our
lives, for the safety we experience that so many young people in the world don’t
(especially those fleeing from danger) for the safety we have. Think of the children
of Afghanistan today as a prompt to pray every time we see an image of those who
are suffering in this country.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of
freedom (Glory be...)

Wednesday
Today we thank God for the gift of power. For the ability to heat our homes,
to have light when it gets dark. For the option to have a hot cup of tea, a
warm meal and to connect with others even when we have been confined to
our own homes over the last few months. Use the action of flipping a switch
as a prompt to pray every time we switch something on which uses
electricity, gas or oil.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of
power (Glory be...)

Thursday
Today we thank God for the gift of food. In a world where so many survive
on so little we are thankful for the choices we have. Aware that we can often
be ungrateful of the gift, allowing food to be wasted or thrown out and often
having more than we need in our cupboards. Today every time we stop to eat
we take it as a prompt to pray.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the gift of
food. (Glory be..)

Friday
Today we thank God for the gift of time. Time to spend with our families,
time to do things we enjoy. We know that often we can feel like we have no
time. But today we take time. Every time we look at our watch or notice
what time of day it is we are prompted to offer a moment of prayer in
thanksgiving for the day we have been blessed with.
We offer a moment of praise said allowed or in our hearts for the gift
of time (Glory be...)

Saturday:
Today we thank God for the money that we have and will spend today.
For the freedom it allows us., for the things we can buy with it. We
remember children and families who don't have money, who worry
about it. Every time we pay for something today we thank God and ask
we will always spend money wisely.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the
gift of money. (Glory be...)

Sunday
Today we thank God for the gift of Nature. The natural world around us
offers so much. Today let us be really aware of how beautiful the world
that God gave us is.
Today we might make a special effort to take a walk or sit in a place of
natural beauty, or to spend some time in our own gardens if we have
them and notice the life present in those places.
We offer a moment of praise said aloud or in our hearts for the
gift of the natural world. (Glory be...)

Opening Liturgy for Creation 2021
Restoring our Common Home
Opening Hymn:
Morning has Broken/ All things Bright and Beautiful
Introduction:
Welcome everyone to this time of prayer and reflection to celebrate
God’s creation, in this Season of Creation, a time when we think about the gift of God's
created world. We acknowledge that all peoples are connected and that the earth is our
common home - a home to be protected and its resources to be shared.
Opening Prayer:
Creator God, open our eyes and our hearts to the wonders of your presence among us. We
gather as sisters and brothers and with all of creation. May we see the signs of your
beauty within and about us. We thank you for your creation and we remember the words
Pope Francis spoke in 2016 when he said that people of faith and goodwill, should be
united in showing mercy to the earth as our common home and cherishing the world in
which we live as a place for sharing and communion.
Help us to reach beyond ourselves and to give thanks for all of your creation which shares
this world with us; people of every nation, animals of every species, all forms of
vegetation, the planets, stars, and all the elements.
We ask your blessing on all who work and support our efforts to care for creation. May
we be guided by your Holy Spirit. Amen
Hymn: All the Earth Proclaim the Earth, Sing your praise to God
Scripture:
A reading from the Book of Job: (Job 12:7-10)
‘But ask the animals, and they will teach you,
Or the birds of the air, and the will tell you.
Or speak to the earth and it will teach you
Or let the fish of the sea inform you.
Which of all these does not know
That the hand of the Lord has done this?
In God’s hand is the life of every creature
And the breath of all humankind

Reflection
The warmth of the sun's embrace,
the gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide,
the rhythm of seasons,
of new birth, death and recreation.
All these speak so clearly of your love,
your power and your beauty.
All are expressions of your creativity,
and more importantly of yourself.
As an artist might share his personality
within each brushstroke,
so within the myriad colours of a butterfly's wing,
you share the exuberance of your love.
That we can glimpse you
within creation is a beautiful thought,
but also tells us that you desire to be seen,
to be found and known.
Open our eyes, Lord,
as we walk through this world,
feel the wind and sunshine,
see the majesty of creation unfolding before our eyes.
Help us to see you
https://www.faithandworship.com/creation2.htm

Prayer Litany
Help us Creator God,
to open our eyes to the wonder of your Creation so that we may protect it
and nurture it for all peoples
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: Give us your love for the whole creation
Help us Creator God,
and all leaders in Church and State as they strive to hear the cry of the
earth and the cry of the poor at home and in the global south
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: Give us your love for the whole creation
Help us Creator God,
to be environmentalists and recyclers and heal our own local area so as to
preserve the earth for future generations
Leader. O God, hear us we pray All: Give us your love for the whole creation
Help us Creator God,
to strive to solve the problems of safe drinking water, drought, flooding,
sanitation and disease that none may be in want
Leader O God, hear us we pray All: Give us your love for the whole creation
Help us Creator God,
to support and care for all those who are affected by extreme weather,
rising tides and changing climate.
Leader O God, hear us we pray All: Give us your love for the whole creation
Help us Creator God,
to share the earth's resources so that none go hungry. Help us to appreciate
simple, locally-produced food once more, so that people in other countries
are not denied land to grow food and flowers for us.
Leader O God, hear us we pray All: Give us your love for the whole creation
We place these and all our prayers before God as we pray the prayer Jesus himself
taught us. . . Our Father

Leader: Let us pray,
Loving Father, you gracious gifted us your Creation. Teach us to care for
it; to till the soil responsibly, to keep our air pure, to free our waters from
pollution, to harvest the warmth of the sun, to respect the rights of all
species. May we willingly share the gifts of your goodness with all.
We ask this God of the universe. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen

Liturgy for the Feast Day of Saint Francis
Opening Hymn: All Things Bright and Beautiful
Leader: As we gather together today, we remember that we are celebrating the Season
of Creation. This is a very special time when Christians all over the world take time to
thank God for the amazing gift of creation. We also use this season to think of ways we
can show God’s love, through our care for everything he has made.
We begin our time of prayer this morning by blessing ourselves,
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen
Opening Prayer:
Creator God open our eyes and our hearts to the wonders of your presence among us.
We gather as sisters and brothers and with all of creation. May we see the signs of your
beauty within and about us. We thank you for your great gift of creation. Help us to
care for people of every nation, animals of every species, all forms of vegetation, the
planets, stars, and all the elements. We ask your blessing on all who work and support
our efforts to care for creation. Amen

Leader: In the Bible we learn about all the wonders that God has created. We learn how
we have been asked to look after everything that God has created. In the Book of the
Prophet Daniel, there is a beautiful song of praise. It helps us to realise that God is
everywhere, in every person, in everything that he has made. As we view the clip
showing the Prayer of Saint Francis let us make a promise that we will care for God's
world and God's Creation. (sent separately)

Prayer Litany
Leader: Let us give praise to God togetherThe response is: Bless the Lord
Leader: Sun and moon
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: Stars of heaven,
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: Every shower and dew,
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: All you winds,
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: Fire and heat,
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: Frost and chill,
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: Lightning and clouds,
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: All you sons and daughters,
Response: Bless the Lord
Leader: Let all the earth bless the Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Leader: Confident of God’s love, we bring all our prayers before him today.
1. Creator God, we thank you for the gift of the wonderful world you have given
us. Help us to look after it with care and respect. Lord hear us
Response: Lord Graciously Hear Us
2. Creator God, there are many people whose lives are made difficult because of
climate change and pollution. May we reach out to them in love and, through our
better care for creation, may their lives be improved.
Lord hear us
Response: Lord Graciously Hear Us
3. Creator God, your son Jesus gave his disciples a special rule, to ‘love one
another as I have loved you.’ Guided by the Holy Spirit may we see all people as
our sisters and brothers and treat them with respect.
Lord hear us
Response: Lord Graciously Hear Us
4. Creator God, we pray for all those who work to make the created world a better
place to live in. May we follow their example and be true ‘stewards’ of your gift to
us of this beautiful world.
Lord hear us
Response: Lord Graciously Hear Us
Leader: For a moment now, we pray quietly in our hearts, asking God for any
help we need today… and together we bring all our prayers to God the father, in
the words Jesus taught us. Our Father….
Closing Prayer
Leader: Father in heaven, as we work together to care for the gift of your
creation, may we live together in peace and harmony as Jesus taught us, guided in
all we do by your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Ritual – Restoring Our Common Home
An Activity Celebrating Creation
Planting Bulbs!
Note: When bulb planting – use peat free compost only if possible.
Activity:
Plant some of the following pollinator- friendly bulbs: crocuses, snowdrops,
grape hyacinths, alliums. - (Information note: Trees and bushes suitable for
planting in autumn, elder, rowan, pussy willow, blackthorn and whitethorn).
During the planting of the bulbs the following statements are read by solo
voices with microphone.
After each statement pause and light a candle on the altar/sacred space
• “Hope would have us recognise there is always a way out (Laudati Si, (61)
Pause and light a candle.
• “All it takes is one good person to restore hope” (Laudati LSi, 71)
Pause and light a candle.
• “A hopeful person says it’s possible to make a difference”
Pause and light a candle (Dr. Rowan Williams as Master of the Magdalene)
College, Cambridge 2013)t

