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Rose was born in Lima, in Peru, to a noble family. She was born as
Isabel Flores de Oliva.  She was one of the many children of Gaspar
Flores, who was born in Puerto Rico and his wife, María de Oliva

from Lima.  In early childhood she was given the nickname "Rose". 
 At her Confirmation she formally took the name Rose (Rosa in

Spanish).
 

She was very religious, fasted and prayed daily.  She received Holy
Communion, daily, which was a rare practice at this time.

She helped the sick and hungry around her community. Rose sold
her fine needlework, and took flowers that she grew to market, to

help her family. She made and sold lace and embroidery to care for
the poor, and she prayed at a little grotto that she had built. 

 
She refused to marry. She wanted to become a nun, but her father
forbade her. Instead Rose became a member of the Third Order of

Saint Dominic in Lima, Peru.  She continued to live at home.
 

Rose was canonized on 12 April 1671, by Pope Clement X, and was
the first Catholic in the Americas to be declared a saint.  Her shrine,
alongside those of her friends Martin de Porres, and John Macias, is

located inside of the convent of Saint Dominic in Lima.
 

The Catholic Church says that many miracles followed her death:
there were stories that she had cured a leper, and that, at the time
of her death, the city of Lima smelled like roses; roses also started

falling from the sky. Many places in the New World are named
Santa Rosa after her.

 
She is the Patron Saint of embroidery, gardening and cultivation of

blooming flowers. Rose is the patroness of the Americas, the
indigenous people of Americas, and of Peru, especially the city of
Lima, Sittard in the Netherlands, and of India and Philippines.
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