Pius X
Born: 1835
Died: 1914
Feast Day:
21 August

Pius X was named Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto at birth. He was born in the village
of Riese, near Venice, one of ten children of a very poor family.
He was ordained at the age of 23. He became bishop of Mantua and Venice and
in 1903, against his wishes, he was elected Pope. He remained Pope until his
death in 1914.
In his time as Pope, Pius sought to 'restore all things in Christ.' He insisted on
separation of Church and State. He promoted liturgical reforms. He encouraged
active participation by the laity and frequent reception of Holy Communion. He
lowered the age for First Communion.
He initiated the preparation of the 1917 Code of Canon Law. He also initiated
the revision of the Latin translation of the Bible.
He preached sermons every Sunday in the Vatican courtyards. Pius was devoted
to the Marian title of 'Our Lady of Confidence.'
After the 1908 Messina earthquake he filled the Apostolic Palace with refugees,
long before the Italian government acted. He rejected any kind of favours for his
family; his close relatives chose to remain in poverty living near Rome. He was a
member of the Third Order of Saint Francis.
After his death, a cult of devotion followed his reputation of piety and holiness.
In 1944 his coffin was opened and the examiners found the body of Pius X
remarkably well preserved, despite the fact that he had died 30 years before and
had made wishes not to be embalmed.
He was canonized on 29 May 1954. His canonization ceremony was taped and
recorded by early television news broadcasters, including NBC.
The Catholic priestly Society of Saint Pius X is named in his honour while a
grand statue bearing his name stands within St. Peter's Basilica; His birth town
was renamed Riese Pio X after his death.
In addition to being celebrated as the "Pope of the Blessed Sacrament", Pius X is
also the patron saint of emigrants from Treviso.
He is also patron of First Communicants. He is honoured in numerous parishes
in Italy, Germany, Belgium, Canada, and the United States.

