Celebrating the 1500th
Anniversary of the Birth of
Saint Columba/Colmcille

Opening and Closing Liturgies

Celebration of Saint Columba/Colmcille
Opening Liturgy
Create a Sacred Space
Have a table with a cloth
Children process to the Sacred Space with a Bible open at the scripture passage to
be read.
An image or statue of Saint Columba/Colmcille
A Small oak tree sapling or painted oak tree/leaves

Opening Hymn: Christ be beside me (Could be done as a liturgical
movement/dance)
Reader:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Reader:
We have gathered in our school community today to pray together. In our prayer
we are happy because we are with God and with one another. Saint
Columba/Colmcille, who is the Patron Saint of Derry said, “The Path I Walk,
Christ walks it.” As we begin this special time of prayer, may we always remember
that Christ walks with each one of us too. He is with us every moment of every day.
Reader:
Saint Columba/Colmcille was a wise man, a man who loved God. He gave up so
much to follow the way of Jesus Christ. He listened to God in his heart and tried to
do what God wanted him to do. He lived a very simple life, in close friendship with
Jesus Christ.

Opening Prayer
Reader: During this special time, we ask God to open our ears and our hearts so
that we may…
learn about Saint Columba/Colmcille
pray like Saint Columba/Colmcille
bring peace like Saint Columba/Colmcille
know Jesus better like Saint Columba/Colmcille
love each other like Saint Columba/Colmcille
help each other like Saint Columba/Colmcille
follow Christ like Saint Columba/Colmcille

My dearest Lord.
Be Thou a bright flame before us
Be Thou a guiding star above us
Be Thou a smooth path beneath us.
Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind us.
Today and evermore, Amen. (prayer attributed to Saint Columba/Colmcille)

Reader:
Our reading is taken from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Once a man came to Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what good thing must I do to
receive eternal life?”
“Why do you ask me concerning what is good?” answered Jesus. “There is only
One who is good. Keep the commandments if you want to enter life.”
“What commandments?” he asked.
Jesus answered, “Do not commit murder; do not commit adultery; do not steal;
do not accuse anyone falsely; respect your father and your mother; and love
your neighbour as you love yourself.”
“I have obeyed all these commandments,” the young man replied. “What else do
I need to do?”
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go and sell all you have and give
the money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven; then come and
follow me.”
When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he was very rich.
Jesus then said to his disciples, “I assure you: it will be very hard for rich
people to enter the Kingdom of heaven. I repeat: it is much harder for a rich
person to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle.”
When the disciples heard this, they were completely amazed. “Who, then, can
be saved?” they asked.
Jesus looked straight at them and answered, “This is impossible for human
beings, but for God everything is possible.”
Then Peter spoke up. “Look,” he said, “we have left everything and followed
you. What will we have?”
Jesus said to them, “You can be sure that when the Son of Man sits on his
glorious throne in the New Age, then you twelve followers of mine will also sit
on thrones, to rule the twelve tribes of Israel and everyone who has left houses
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake, will
receive a hundred times more and will be given eternal life.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Reflection
Jesus knows every person’s heart. He knew how much the young man loved being
rich. Jesus knew that the young man loved his money more than he loved God.
The man believed that no matter what problem came his way, he had enough
money to help him through.
But Jesus knew better! Jesus knew that money does not last and it that is more
important to love God and put your trust in him.
Jesus knew that money cannot buy things like peace and joy.
And it certainly could not buy a place in God’s kingdom. Jesus loved the man, so
Jesus wanted what was best for him. Jesus also wants the best for each one of us.
Saint Columba/Colmcille knew that the only way in life to have peace and joy
was to put his trust in God. He gave up all he had to follow the way of Christ.
What must I do to follow Christ and live forever with God now and in heaven?
(Quiet Time)
Litany of Thanksgiving
For the love of God, the Father…
We give thanks and praise
For the peace of Christ his son…
We give thanks and praise
For the wisdom of the Holy Spirit…
We give thanks and praise
For the witness of Saint Columba/Colmcille… We give thanks and praise
For our school community…
We give thanks and praise
For our family and friends…
We give thanks and praise
For our sisters and brothers in Christ…
We give thanks and praise
For all of creation…
We give thanks and praise

Litany of Petition
As we gather to pray today let us remember all those who need our prayers
For our Church, the body of Christ (pause)
For all those who are sick (pause)
For all those who are lonely (pause)
For all those who are worried (pause)
For all those who are poor (pause)
For all those who have lost someone they love (pause)
United as the children of God we bring all of our prayers together in the words
Jesus taught us.
Our Father…
Prayer attributed to Saint Columba/Colmcille
Kindle in our hearts, O God,
The flame of that love which never ceases,
That it may burn in us, giving light to others.
May we shine forever in Thy holy temple,
Set on fire with Thy eternal light,
Even Thy son, Jesus Christ,
Our Saviour and Redeemer.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Final Hymn: Hymn to Saint Columba/Colmcille

Celebration of Saint Columba/Colmcille
Closing Liturgy
Create a Sacred Space
Have a table with a cloth
Children process to the Sacred Space with a Bible open at the scripture
passage to be read.
An image or statue of Saint Columba/Colmcille
A Small oak tree sapling or painted oak tree/leaves

Opening Hymn: Set your Heart on the Higher Gifts
Reader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
Reader: We have gathered in our school community for our closing liturgy,
and we are happy because we are with God and with one another.
We have listened with the ear of our hearts to the story of Saint
Columba/Colmcille: we have travelled with him and learned about his great
wisdom, his gift for poetry, his courage and authority.
Reader: We have travelled with him and learned that as well as founding
monasteries all over Ireland, which fostered holy works and great learning,
Saint Columba/Colmcille was also, like us, guilty of sinning against love,
against Jesus.
Reader: We have travelled with him as he begged God to forgive him for the
stubborn pride which led to the battle of Cul Dreimhne.
Reader: We have travelled to Iona with him and witnessed his building a
monastery which became a safe place for all those seeking peace; a place
where the weary found rest; a place of unceasing prayer and learning; a place
from which the monks reached out far and wide to spread the Word of God.

Opening Prayer
Reader: During this special time, we ask God to open our ears and our hearts
so that we may be enabled to….
…love learning and growing in wisdom as Saint Columba/Colmcille did,
…ask humbly from the God of love when we have failed to love as we should,
…love and foster peace and harmony in our daily lives as Saint
Columba/Colmcille …did, at school, in the playground, at home.
…spread the good news of God’s love in everyway we can. Amen

A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians
You are the people of God; he loved you and chose you for his own. So then,
you must clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,
and patience. Be tolerant with one another and forgive one another whenever
any of you has a complaint against someone else. You must forgive one another
just as the Lord has forgiven you. And to all these qualities add love, which
binds all things together in perfect unity. The peace that Christ gives is to guide
you in the decisions you make; for it is to this peace that God has called you
together in the one body. And be thankful. Christ's message in all its richness
must live in your hearts. Teach and instruct one another with all wisdom. Sing
psalms, hymns, and sacred songs; sing to God with thanksgiving in your hearts.
Everything you do or say, then, should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus,
as you give thanks through him to God the Father.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

Reflection
We have been chosen, each one of us by name, as the beloved of God. He wants
us to know that we are special. He wants our hearts to be filled with peace and
gentleness, with kindness and patience. He wants us to listen to the wise and
learn from them, and in turn, to help others understand the beautiful message
of his love. He wants us to raise our voices in songs of praise and to do all good
things in the name of Jesus, his beloved son. (Quiet time)
Litany of Thanksgiving
For the love of God the Father
We give thanks and praise
For the peace of Christ his son
We give thanks and praise
For the wisdom of the Holy Spirit
We give thanks and praise
For the witness of Saint Columba/Colmcille We give thanks and praise
For our school community
We give thanks and praise
For our family and friends
We give thanks and praise
For our sisters and brothers in Christ
We give thanks and praise
For all of creation.
We give thanks and praise
Litany of Petition
And as we pray today let us remember all those who need our prayers. We carry
forward our hopes, our needs, our dreams and desires in our petitions which we
have gathered together.
For our Church, the body of Christ (pause)
For all those who are sick (pause)
For all those who are lonely (pause)
For all those who are worried (pause)
For all those who are poor (pause)
For all those who have lost someone they love (pause)
United as the children of God we bring all of our prayers together in the words
Jesus taught us.
Our Father…

Prayer of Saint Columba/Colmcille
Kindle in our hearts, O God,
The flame of that love which never ceases,
That it may burn in us, giving light to others.
May we shine forever in Thy holy temple,
Set on fire with Thy eternal light,
Even Thy son, Jesus Christ,
Our Saviour and Redeemer.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Final Hymn: Hymn to Saint Columba/Colmcille
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