
 
'God calls you to make definitive choices, and he has a plan for each of you: to
discover that plan and to respond to your vocation is to move toward personal

fulfilment. God calls each of us to be holy, to live his life, but he has a
particular path for each one of us.' (Pope Francis Rio de Janeiro 2013: 

 

Called by God
17-25 April 2021



The annual celebration of Derry Diocesan Vocations
Week has been extended this year to a nine-day
festival of prayer, beginning Saturday, 17th April
and concluding on Good Shepherd Sunday, 25th
April. 

The theme for this year's Vocations Week is based on
"Patris Corde" ('With a Father's Heart.'), Pope Francis'
recent publication for the year of Saint Joseph. 

We invite post primary schools to join in this
celebration by encouraging the students, staff and
families to celebrate that, through the gift of
Baptism, they all have a vocation, a calling to do
something amazing with their lives for God. Everyone
has been given different gifts and talents by God. No
matter what role we take on in life, everyone is called
to be God's love in the world.

God has a perfect plan for everyone and through
prayer and reflection we can come to know what that
plan is throughout our lives.

.

God's Perfect Plan
"At last I have found my vocation. In the heart of the Church, I will be

Love!" 
(Saint Thérèse of Lisieux) 

 



Loving Father,                                                                    
I know you love me and through my baptism 
have a dream, a perfect plan for my life.

Make me aware and open to the guidance of your Holy
Spirit living within me.

Help me to stay close to Jesus, your Son, so that I may
discover your plan for my life.

Be at my side each day, as I search for what it is you
want me to do with the gifts and talents you have given
me.

Give me the grace to say Yes to you as Mary, Jesus'
mother did.
Amen.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocation Prayer



Opening Hymn:  Laudate Dominum - YouTube        Christina Piccardi  
Express your trust and praise of God with this video of Mozart's rendition of Psalm 117: Laudate Dominum (4.08
minutes)

Introduction:
Welcome to our short liturgy celebrating Vocations 2021. This week gives each of us an opportunity to pray and
reflect on the plan God has for us. It is an opportunity to consider our future.   We begin by making the sign of
the Cross... In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Opening Prayer:
We come together as a community to pray that we may be open to God's call in our lives.  May we have the
courage to discern this call, to listen to God's voice and be willing to overcome the obstacles that society and life
put in our path, as we endeavour to respond to the plan God has for each one of us.  Amen

 
Scripture:   Jeremiah 1:4-8
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,' Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’  Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not
know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ But the Lord said to me, 'Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go
to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you.  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with
you to deliver you, says the Lord.’    The Word of the Lord     R: Thanks be to God

Psalm:   Here I am Lord     https://youtu.be/EcxOkht8w7c  (John M. Talbot)

Intercessions:
Leader: Let us offer our prayers for the fostering the vocations of the young.

For young people: that they may awaken within their hearts a desire to know God's plan for them .
We pray to the Lord:  R. Lord hear our Prayer.

For those who encourage the young to respond to God's call: that they may, through the influence of the Holy
Spirit, be faithful examples of their own vocations in life. We pray to the Lord. R: Lord, hear our Prayer

For parents of young people: that they may they be willing and open to the decision their children make about
their vocation.  We pray to the Lord.  R:  Lord, hear our Prayer.

For Church leaders and all who minister in it: that they may continue to guide us and inspire us by their own
vocations in life. We pray to the Lord. R: Lord, hear our Prayer.

We place these and our own prayer (Pause) before God as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us... Our Father
Closing Prayer:

Lord, we ask that you give us the courage to listen to your voice and to discern your plan for us.  May we respond
to your invitation and prove ourselves willing to go out to the whole world and proclaim your glory.  We ask this
through Christ Our Lord. Amen
All:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Liturgy for Vocations
17 April - 25 April 2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mabt7GI1FuI
http://www.vocationquest.org/laudate.htm
https://youtu.be/EcxOkht8w7c


Pray- the Vocation prayer each day, take a moment and encourage the students to
ask God what it is he wants them to do for him.

Help your students to explore the many different vocations people have in
life. Interview some people (even if it has to be online) about their chosen
vocation/role in life.

In Religious Education class complete some activities - 'Called by God' 

Use the Daily Examen provided at lunchtime or before the school day ends.

Encourage the staff and families to use the Daily Examen each day.

Share the diocesan link to the prayers for this special time of prayer for
vocations in the diocese. (www.derrydiocese.org/news/vocations)  

 Lesson 1: You belong to me: Video 'You are Special' Max Lucado

 Lesson 2: You belong to me: Called at Baptism 

 Lesson 3: Becoming a 'Saint': Using my Gifts and Talents

 Lesson 4: Saint- Carlo Acutis: Ready to be what God called him to be

                    
                    

 

Ideas for Prayer in the and Classroom and at Home



Introduction:
This lesson is optional - it is a creative way into understanding that each person is created
by God and that we are precious in his eyes.  God says to each person 'I have called you by
name, you are mine.' (Is 43:1)  Alternatively, the lesson could begin with Baptism.

1       Begin with the Vocation prayer.

2       Watch the video below - either in its entirety (26 mins) - or a  
          shortened version (8 mins) weblink:  You Are Special by Max
          Lucado - YouTube  or students watch at home

3       Ask the students in groups to discuss what they have learnt about
         (a) Punchinello; (b  Lucia; and (c)  Eli?  
   
4       What is the significance of Eli calling Punchinello by name?

5       How does Punchinello feel when he hears his name?

6       What do you learn about God from this story?  

The weblink below gives some additional information for class discussion on this video.  
Lessons from Max Lucado's "You Are Special" (saints365.blogspot.com)

Lesson 1: You belong to Me
Objective: To introduce the students to the idea of being special and unique

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq3jDgSqLUo&t=864s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq3jDgSqLUo&t=864s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq3jDgSqLUo&t=864s
https://saints365.blogspot.com/2015/11/7-lessons-from-max-lucados-you-are.html
https://saints365.blogspot.com/2015/11/7-lessons-from-max-lucados-you-are.html


Lesson 2: You belong to Me: Baptism

 

1     Pray the Vocation Prayer
2     Review (if used) the key learning from previous lesson.
2     Ask the students (in groups) to talk about baptism - their
       experiences, the facts about the sacrament.
3     Read  Luke 3: 15-16 - Jesus baptism.  Talk about how God
       the Father called Jesus his beloved Son.  Discuss that they
       are beloved also and especially through Baptism.
       Remind them that God calls each of us to belong to him in a
       special way and to live the vocation he gives us. 

Activity:
Ask the students to use an A4 page - on the page they should 
write the following sentence. 
  
'You  (write your name) are my beloved child.  I have called you by name.'

Colour your name.

Now write the date of your baptism.

Place your sheet in a place where you can be reminded that you are loved by
God and that he has called you by name.   

Objective: To reinforce the reality that we are special in God's eyes and that we belong to
him through the gift of our Baptism.



1  Pray the Vocation Prayer.

2  Show on whiteboard/on a page, pictures of saints/famous people (good role models). 
 Ask them to name the gifts and talents which they see and respect in others.  List them
on the board.

3  Students should then consider which of the talents/gifts listed they see in themselves.  
Discuss.

4  They should then complete the following 3 sentences
- some of my gifts are.....
- the gift I like best is...
- one gift I want to develop is...

5   Discuss the following ideas with the students:

A    We are all uniquely different from each other.  God has given us different gifts and
talents.  Many of us may have the same gifts and same talents, but because of other
talents and the combination of these we are all different.

B      Through our Baptism we are given the gift of being a child of God and called to be
disciples of Jesus.  Each of us is also called to follow Jesus - our vocation.  Our gifts and
talents will be used by God as we live out our vocation.  By using our talents we  come to
know and love Jesus more and more and we also make the world a better place.

The students can now consider how God might use their gifts and talents to help others
and to live their lives as disciples of others.

Lesson 3: Becoming a Saint: Using my 
Gifts & Talents

Objectives: Students will identify gifts and talents in themselves and others 
                   Students will plan how they will use their gifts and talents to serve others.



1    Pray the Vocation Prayer.

2    Consider the various types of vocation - Priesthood/Religious sisters/
      Marriage/Single Life.

3     Choose (for example) Blessed Carlo Acutis (catecheticalcentre.org/post-primary-school-
resources/blessed-carlo-acutis-a-saint-for-the-young/) 
       or
       investigate a range of saints familiar to the students,  eg Confirmation name 

4      Consider how the saints answered God's call to be a disciple.
        What special gifts/talents  (virtues) did they develop?

5      What can we learn about following God's call from the saint chosen.

                                                                                                                                   

  
                                                                                                                                    St Therese of Lisieux" by whatsthatpicture is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

                                                                           
      

 Lesson 4: A Saint- Ready to be who GOD
calls YOU to be

Objective: Students will understand how the saints were ready to be what God called them to be

"carlo acutis" by Radio Alfa is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/24469639@N00/3926307303
https://www.flickr.com/photos/24469639@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Family Prayer: Reflective Prayer at the End of the Day
This is a prayer which will help families to reflect on their day and to become more

aware of God’s presence in their lives. It is a great way of coming to know better God's
perfect plan for your lives. One person in the family can lead the Examen. The

responses are not spoken aloud but in quiet conversation with God.
 

Stillness: Recalling God's Presence
Set some time apart in the evening as a family, light a candle
and take a moment to sit quietly in God’s presence.

Gratitude: Expressing Thankfulness
Take time to think of things you wish to thank God for that
happened during the day. 

 Reflection: Looking Back on Your Day 
Think over some of your own actions/experiences from the day
and ask each member of the family to do the same.

Sorrow: Asking for Forgiveness
In the quiet encourage each person to tell Jesus about the times
during the day when their actions did not reflect God’s love.

Hopefulness: Resolving to Grow
Together ask God to help you and your family in looking
forward to tomorrow, that you will reflect his love at all time

Daily Examen for Families



Become aware of God’s presence. Take a moment  to reflect on all
the blessings you have received from God throughout the day.
Name these to yourself.

Be grateful as you review your day. Take a moment  to thank God
for the joy-filled moment of the day. Think of your encounters
with others, experiences you have had, the people you met.

Pay attention to how you are feeling as you remember you day.
Did anything bring me closer to God or did anything pull me
away from God? Ask the help of the Holy Spirit to identify these. 
As you name times when you were drawn away from God,
consider your actions, ask God's forgiveness, feel his mercy given
to you.

Look toward tomorrow. Ask God for the grace to help you remain
close to Jesus as you try to discover his perfect plan for your life.
Ask to be open to God's presence in every part of your life.

Saint Ignatius of Loyola gave us a way to pray each day. It is called
the Examen. The Examen includes steps to follow each day to think

about what we did and the choices we made. We use what we did
today to prepare for tomorrow, to try to live as Jesus calls us to.

Daily Examen for Young People 


