
Celebrating 
Advent

“Prepare a Way 
for the Lord”



What do we Celebrate in 
Advent?

• The word ‘Advent’ means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’.

• It is the name we give to the time when we 
prepare for Christmas. The focus of the entire 
season is the celebration of the birth of Jesus 
the Christ in his First Advent, and the 
anticipation of the return of Christ the King in 
his Second Advent. 

• Advent also symbolises the spiritual journey of 
Christians as they affirm that for them Christ has 
come, that He is present in the world today, and 
that He will come again in glory.



Place an Advent Wreath in 
your Sacred Space at Home

• Make an Advent Wreath

• Light the Candles each week

• Pray together as a family



Advent Calendar Bible Search

No Chocolate but Food for the Soul!

Take time each day of Advent to 
reflect on the piece of scripture 

provided in this Advent Calendar



The Jesse Tree



The Jesse Tree

• Have you ever tried to do a Family Tree 

• A Family Tree helps us to trace back our   
family history and discover our ancestors, 
our family members who lived before us

• During the four weeks before Christmas, 
the Advent season, there is a special way 
to trace the Family Tree which we are all 
part of-our Faith Family

• We can do this by making a Jesse Tree



Celebrate the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception-
8th December

• Attend Mass together as a family, in 
person or online

• Make the day special at home-share a 
meal together

• Pray a decade of the Rosary together 

• Follow the tradition of putting up your 
Christmas decorations on or after this date



Prepare your Heart for 
Christmas-Celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confession

Advent is a wonderful time to go to 
Confession because when we go to 
Confession we open ourselves to God’s 
compassion and love… 

…and we open our arms to wait for Jesus 
to come running into our lives 
abandoning himself into our care



Journeying 
with the 

Three Wise 
Men



Journeying with the 
Three Wise Men to 

Bethlehem

Don’t

Don’t put your 
Wise Men into 
the Crib until 
January 6th-Feast 
of the Epiphany

Walk

Walk the Wise 
Men each day a 
little closer to the 
Crib-the Wise 
Men journeyed 
for a long time 
following a star

Photograph

Photograph your 
Wise Men in 
different 
locations-on the 
stairs, in the 
kitchen, in the 
garden!

Share

Share your 
photos on your 
parish social 
media platforms 
and with the 
Catechetical 
Centre



The Empty 
Stable-

Waiting in 
Hope



The Empty Stable-
Waiting in Hope!

• When you put up or make your Nativity 
Scene-don’t place the Baby Jesus in the Crib

• Wait until Christmas Eve night or Christmas 
Morning, place the Baby Jesus in the Crib and 
say a prayer thanking God for the gift of his Son 
to the world



Youth Resources-Advent

• Online programme for Pope John Paul II Award 
participants, continues for the Month of 
December. The themes will include a take over 
from Marys' Meals and Advent. Online 
programme can be accessed through 
@derryyouth social media pages on Facebook 
and Instagram

• The youth from the Derry Youth Scholarship will 
give a short Advent reflection live on Instagram 
for the 4 weeks of Advent on Wednesday at 
6:30pm

• There will be a virtual youth Nativity Live on 
@derryyouth Facebook page on Monday the 
21st of December at 8pm.

• The Alpha course is continuing during the 
month of December.



Join with your Parish 
to Celebrate Advent
• You are an important member of your parish 
community. 

• Throughout Advent parishes will have different 
ways of celebrating-Masses/Prayer Liturgies/Sacred 
Spaces/Confession- It would be lovely if you could join 
with your parish for this time of preparation for 
Christmas

• Check out your parish events through their 
website/social media pages and through the Diocese 
of Derry website/social media pages (www. 
derrydiocese.org/https://www.facebook.com/derrydi
ocese)


