
God’s Creation

Cultivating Hope 

A Classroom Assembly



World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation  - 1 September

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi – 4 October 

2.2 billion Christians worldwide celebrate the joy of creation

They pray and encourage awareness-raising initiatives to 

protect the natural environment 



Introduction

Welcome to the Season of Creation, that time set aside by Pope 

Francis for all of us to reflect on our place within the story of 

creation and to accept our individual and collective responsibility to 

care for creation. As we begin this time of prayer, let us take a 

moment to become quiet, to close our eyes and acknowledge that 

Jesus is present. 



Opening Prayer

Creator God, open our eyes and our hearts to the wonders of your presence 

among us. We gather as sisters and brothers and with all of creation. May we 

see the signs of your beauty within and about us. We thank you for your 

creation and we remember the words Pope Francis spoke in 2016 when he said 

that,

people of faith and goodwill, should be united in showing mercy to the 
earth as our common home and cherishing the world in which we live as a 
place for sharing and communion

Help us to reach beyond ourselves and to give thanks for all of your creation
which shares this universe with us; people of every nation, animals of every
species, all forms of vegetation, the planets, stars, and all the elements.

We ask your blessing on all who work and support our efforts to care for 
creation. May we be guided by your Holy Spirit. Amen



Scripture                                                                                                 

A reading from the Book of Job: (12:7-10)

‘you have only to ask the cattle, for them to instruct you, 
and the birds of the sky, for them to inform you.
The creeping things of the earth will give you lessons, 
and the fish of the sea provide you an explanation:                                                                          
there is not one such creature but will know                                                                               
that the hand of the Lord has arranged things like this!
In His hand is the soul of every living thing 
and the breath of every human being!  

The Word of the Lord                                                                                                         
Thanks be to God 



Hymn/Psalm

All the Earth Proclaim the Lord, Sing your praise  to God

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjTHmhuFEnY

OR

(Taizé)                                                                                                                      
Laudate  Omnes Gentes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbb-kaurSW0

Praise the Lord, all you nations

OR

All Things Bright and Beautiful Cecil Frances Alexander
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShpRCvU_bxM The 

Cambridge Singers/Composer John Rutter

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KjTHmhuFEnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbb-kaurSW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ShpRCvU_bxM


Reflection

The warmth of the sun's embrace,
the gentle breeze swept in by incoming tide,
the rhythm of seasons,
of new birth, death and recreation.
All these speak so clearly of your love,
your power and your beauty.

All are expressions of your creativity,
and more importantly of yourself.
As an artist might share his personality
within each brushstroke,
so within the myriad colours of a butterfly's wing,
you share the exuberance of your love.



Reflection 

That we can glimpse you
within creation is a beautiful thought,
but also tells us that you desire to be seen,
to be found and known.

Open our eyes, Lord,
as we walk through this world,
feel the wind and sunshine,
see the majesty of creation unfolding before our eyes.
Help us to see you. 

https://www.faithandworship.com/creation2.htm

https://www.faithandworship.com/creation2.htm


Leader: We turn to God in prayer as we pray for our needs and the needs of the 
world.

Creator God,  

1 For all of creation.   Guide our efforts to balance every part of the ecosystem 
that sustains life on Earth. Pause Lord Hear Us. Lord Hear our Prayer

2 For all affected by extreme weather, rising tides, and changing climate. 

Through our care and support may they experience your love and care  

Pause Lord Hear Us       Lord Hear our Prayer

3 For the care and nurture of all creation. May the way we live our lives, bring 
an end to climate change, polluted oceans, rivers, and lakes and the 
destruction of the purity of the air we breathe.                                                                             
Pause Lord Hear Us           Lord Hear our Prayer

Intercessions



5 For ourselves. We thank you for being with us each day. 
Help us to discover a vaccine for the Coronavirus. 
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and 
peace. 
Pause Lord Hear Us     Lord Hear our Prayer

In silence, now we bring our own prayers before God (pause). 
United as a family, we pray together the prayer that Jesus 
taught us......Our Father



Concluding Prayer
Creator God, teach us to care for our earth; to till the soil 
responsibly, to keep our air pure, to free our waters from pollution, 
to harvest the warmth of the sun, to respect the rights of all 
species. May we willingly share the gifts of your goodness with all. 
We ask this God of the universe. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Concluding Action
As the students leave the classroom/prepare for next lesson each 
receives one of the pollinator-friendly bulbs to plant at home. (e.g
crocuses, snowdrops, grape hyacinths, aliums.)

During this time, we listen to Taize chant:
Laudate Dominum, omnes gentes (Praise the Lord all you nations)



Resources Required –prior to  Assembly

PowerPoint copy of Prayer Liturgy (if wished).  Otherwise a few hard copies for those reading.

Words of hymns whiteboard/ singing on -You Tube

Pollinator –friendly bulbs -crocuses, snowdrops, grape hyacinths, aliums. (one for each student and 

teacher)

Opening hymn   

How Great thou Art ; Oscail Mo Chroi Deidre Ni Chinneide (meditative chant)

Sacred Space                                                                                       

During the Opening Hymn, students could wave colourful cloths; to be left in the Sacred 

Space by the teacher at the end of the class. Or they could bring a small tree/plant for 

planting after Liturgy; Or place photographs of nature – animals, landscape etc in the 

Sacred Space Or place a banner celebrating creation in the Sacred Space: or they could 

place soil/garden hoe/spade; seeds; water in the Sacred Space (opportunity to be 

creative) OR  how: DVD Clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8WHKRzkCOY - ‘It’s A Wonderful World’ 

Louis Armstrong and David Attenborough.  (2.18 minutes)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8WHKRzkCOY

